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NOTICE OF INTENT 
Louisiana Board of Regents 

Office of Student Financial Assistance 
Scholarship/Grant Programs 

2022 Legislation 
(LAC 28:IV.509, 703, 705, 803, 805, 2103, and adds Chapter 24) 

 
The Louisiana Board of Regents announces its intention to amend its Scholarship/Grant rules (LSA-R.S. 

17:3021-3025, LSA-R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, LSA-R.S. 17:3042.1, LSA-R.S. 17:3048.1, LSA-R.S. 17:3048.5 and LSA-
R.S. 17:3048.6). 

This rulemaking implements Act 447, Act 463, Act 681, and Act 502 of the 2022 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature. (SG23207NI) 

 
 

TITLE 28 

EDUCATION 

Part IV.  Student Financial 
Assistance―Higher Education 

Scholarship and Grant Programs 

Chapter 5. Applications, Federal 
Grant Aid and ACT Test 

§509. ACT Testing Deadline 

A. – A.4.d. … 

5.a. Applicable to 2021 graduates only, the final deadline 
for achieving a qualifying score on an official ACT test 
(including national, international, military or special test 
types) established in §509.A.1 may be extended under the 
circumstances described in §509.A.5.c belowis December 31, 
2021. A student may qualify for an initial award or a higher 
award based on such test. The award for a student who 
achieves a qualifying ACT score as provided in the Section 
shall not be reduced as set forth in §509.C.  

b. The provisions of this Subsection shall apply to 
any student who: 

 i. was enrolled in a Louisiana public high school 
during the 2020-2021 academic year (high school); 

 ii. was enrolled in a nonpublic high school in 
Louisiana having the approval by the State Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education required by Part I of 
this Chapter for program eligibility purposes during the 2020-
2021 academic year (high school); 

 iii. resided in the state of Louisiana and was 
enrolled in a home study program approved by the State 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education during the 
2020-2021 academic year (high school); or 

 iv. resided out of state during the 2020-2021 
academic year but who is able to meet the residency 

requirements to qualify for an award as provided for in 
§703.A.2. 

c. A student who meets the requirements of this 
Subsection may request an exception to the final deadline if 
the student provides documentation that: 

 i. he was registered for one or more ACT exams 
prior to the April December 31, 2021, deadline; and 

 ii. one or more ACT exams for which the student 
was registered was cancelled due to Hurricane Laura, 
Hurricane Delta, Hurricane Zeta, Hurricane Ida, or due to 
measures implemented to mitigate the spread of COVID-19; 
and 

 iii. he was unable to register for an ACT exam that 
would occur prior to the deadline, that was within a 
reasonable distance from his home or from the location to 
which he/his family had been evacuated due to Hurricane 
Laura, Hurricane Delta, or Hurricane Zeta, or Hurricane Ida.  

B.1. – E. …. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3021-3031, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:5001 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
26:1995 (September 2000), amended LR 26:2000 (September 2000), 
LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 27:284 (March 2001), repromulgated 
LR 27:1847 (November 2001), amended LR 30:1161 (June 2004), 
LR 31:37 (January 2005), LR 38:3157 (December 2012), amended 
by the Board of Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
44:503 (March 2018), LR 44:1869 (October 2018), LR 47:38 
(January 2021), LR 47:863 (July 2021), LR 48:481 (March 2022). 

 
Chapter 7.  Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students (TOPS) 

Opportunity, Performance, and Honors 
Awards 

§703.  Establishing Eligibility 

A. – A.5.a.i.(h). … 

 (i). beginning with the graduates of academic year 
(high school) 2026-2027, at the time of high school 
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graduation, an applicant must have successfully completed 19 
units of high school course work that constitutes a core 
curriculum and is documented on the student's official 
transcript as approved by the Louisiana Department of 
Education as follows. 

 

Units Course 
English - 4 Units 

1 English I 
1 English II 
1 English III, AP English Language Arts and Composition, or 

IB English III (Language A or Literature and Performance) 
1 English IV, AP English Literature and Composition, or IB 

English IV (Language A or Literature and Performance) 
Math - 4 Units 

1 Algebra I  
1 Geometry 
1 Algebra II 
1 One unit from:  

Algebra III;  
Advanced Math- Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math-
Pre-Calculus, Pre-Calculus, or Math Methods I IB 
(Mathematical Studies SL); 
Calculus, AP Calculus AB, or Math Methods II IB 
(Mathematics SL); 
AP Calculus BC; Probability and Statistics or AP Statistics; 
IB Further Mathematics HL; 
IB Mathematics HL 

Science - 4 Units 
1 Biology I 
1 Chemistry I 
2 Two units from: 

Earth Science;  
Environmental Science;  
Physical Science;  
Agriscience I and Agriscience II (one unit combined); 
Chemistry II or AP Chemistry or IB Chemistry II; 
AP Environmental Science or IB Environmental Systems; 
Physics I, AP Physics I, AP Physics B, or IB Physics I; 
AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism, AP Physics C: 
Mechanics, IB Physics II, or AP Physics II; 
Biology II or AP Biology or IB Biology II 

Social Studies - 4 Units 
1 U.S. History or AP U.S. History or IB U.S. History 

Units Course 
1 Civics, Government, AP US Government and Politics: 

Comparative, or AP US Government and Politics: United 
States 

2 Two units from: 
Western Civilization, European History or AP European 
History;  
World Geography, AP Human Geography, or IB Geography;  
World History, AP World History, or World History IB; 
History of Religion;  
IB Economics, Economics, AP Macroeconomics, or AP 
Microeconomics; 
African American History. 

Foreign Language – 2 Units Or Computer Science- 2 Units 
2 Foreign Language, two units in the same language, which 

may include: 
AP Chinese Language and Culture,  
AP French Language and Culture,  
AP German Language and Culture,  
AP Italian Language and Culture,  
AP Japanese Language and Culture,  
AP Latin,  
AP Spanish Language and Culture,  
French IV IB,  
French V IB,  
Spanish IV IB, and  
Spanish V IB. 
Or 
Computer Science, two units, which may include: 
Computer Science I; Computer Science II; Fundamentals of 
HTML, CSS, and JavaScript (Level 1); Advanced 
JavaScript, Functional Programming, and Web Development 
(Level 2); AP Computer Science A; AP Computer Science 
Principles; Computer Science Year One IB; and Computer 
Science Year Two IB.: 

Art - 1 Unit 
1 One unit of Art from: 

Performance course in Music, Dance, or Theatre;  
Fine Arts Survey;  
Arts I, II, III, and IV; 
Talented Art I, II, III, and IV;  
Talented Music I, II, III, and IV;  
Talented Theater Arts I, II, III, and IV;  
Speech III and IV (one unit combined);  
AP Art History;  
AP Studio Art: 2-D Design;  
AP Studio Art: 3-D Design;  
AP Studio Art: Drawing;  
AP Music Theory;  
Film Study I IB;  
Film Study II IB;  
Music I IB; Music II IB;  
Art Design III IB;  
Art Design IV IB; 
Theatre I IB; or 
Drafting  

NOTE: AP = Advanced Placement 
 IB = International Baccalaureate 

 

A.5.a.ii.(a). – A.5.a.ii.(e). … 

(f). For students graduating in academic year 
(high school) 2017-2018 and after, the courses listed in the 
tables below have been approved by the Board of Regents and 
the state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education to be 
converted to a 5.00 scale when used to complete the core 
curriculum, and shall be considered equivalent to the 
identified core courses and may be substituted to satisfy 
corresponding core courses for purposes of satisfying the 
requirements of §703.A.5.a.i above, or §803.A.6.a. 
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 (i). Advanced Placement Courses 

TOPS Core Course Advanced Placement 

Art 

AP Art History 
AP Studio Art: 2-D Design 
AP Studio Art: 3-D Design 
AP Studio Art: Drawing 

Biology II AP Biology 

Calculus 
AP Calculus AB 
AP Calculus BC 

Chemistry II AP Chemistry 
Chinese AP Chinese Language and Culture 

Economics  
AP Macroeconomics 
AP Microeconomics 

English III AP English Language and Composition 
English IV AP English Literature and Composition 
Environmental Science AP Environmental Science 
European History AP European History 
Fine Arts Survey AP Music Theory 
French AP French Language and Culture 
German AP German Language and Culture 
Italian AP Italian Language and Culture 
Japanese AP Japanese Language and Culture 
Latin AP Latin 

Physics I 

AP Physics I: Algebra Based 
AP Physics II: Algebra Based 
AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 
AP Physics C: Mechanics 

Probability and 
Statistics 

AP Statistics 

Spanish AP Spanish Language and Culture 
US Government or 
Civics  

AP U.S. Government and Politics: Comparative 
AP U.S. Government and Politics: United States 

US History AP U.S. History 
Western Civilization, 
European History or AP 
European History;  
World Geography, AP 
Human Geography, or 
IB Geography;  
World History, AP 
World History, or 
World History IB; 
History of Religion;  
IB Economics 
Economics,  
AP Macroeconomics 
AP Microeconomics 

AP Psychology 

World Geography AP Human Geography 
World History AP World History 

 
 (ii). International Baccalaureate Courses 

TOPS Core Course 
International 
Baccalaureate 

Advanced Math–Pre Calculus 
IB Math Studies (Math 
Methods) 

Arabic 
IB Language ab initio: Arabic  
IB Language B: Arabic 

Art IB Visual Arts 

Biology II 
IB Biology I 
IB Biology II 

Calculus 
IB Mathematics SL 
IB Mathematics HL 

Chemistry II 
IB Chemistry I 
IB Chemistry II 

Chinese 
IB Language ab initio: Chinese 
IB Language B: Chinese 

Economics IB Economics 

English III 
IB Literature 
IB Language and Literature 
IB Literature and Performance 

TOPS Core Course 
International 
Baccalaureate 

English IV 
IB Literature 
IB Language and Literature 
IB Literature and Performance 

Environmental Science IB Environmental Systems 

French 
IB Language ab initio: French  
IB Language B: French 

German 
IB Language ab initio: German  
IB Language B: German 

Italian 
IB Language ab initio: Italian  
IB Language B: Italian 

Japanese 
IB Language ab initio: Japanese  
IB Language B: Japanese 

Latin IB Classical Language 
Music (Performance) IB Music 

Physics I 
IB Physics I 
IB Physics II 

Pre-Calculus 
IB Math Studies (Math 
Methods) 

Spanish 
IB Language ab initio: Spanish  
IB Language B: Spanish 

Theatre (Performance) 
IB Film Study 
IB Theatre 
IB Dance 

US History IB History of the Americas I 
World Geography IB Geography 
World History IB History of the Americas II 

 

 (iii). Gifted and Talented Courses 

TOPS Core Course Gifted and Talented 

Art 

Art History 
Talented Visual Arts I 
Talented Visual Arts II 
Talented Visual Arts III 
Talented Visual Arts IV 

Biology II Biology II 

Calculus 
Calculus I 
Calculus II 

Chemistry I Chemistry I 

Chemistry II Chemistry II 

Chinese 
Chinese III 
Chinese IV 

Economics  Economics 

English III English III 

English IV English IV 

Environmental Science Environmental Science 

European History European History 

French 
French III 
French IV 

German 
German III 
German IV 

Italian 
Italian III 
Italian IV 

Japanese 
Japanese III 
Japanese IV 

Latin 
Latin III 
Latin IV 

Music (Performance) 

Talented Music I, II, III, IV 
Small Voice Ensemble II 
Choir: Intermediate 
Choir: Advanced 
Orchestra: Intermediate 
Orchestra: Advanced 

Physics I Physics 

Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus 
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TOPS Core Course Gifted and Talented 

Spanish 
Spanish III 
Spanish IV 

Theatre (Performance) 
Introduction to Film Studies 
Talented Theater I, II, III, IV 

US Government or Civics  Government 

US History U.S. History 

World Geography World/Human Geography 

 

 (iv). Dual Enrollment Courses 

TOPS Core 
Course 

Dual Enrollment 

Common Course Name 
Common Course 

Code 
Advanced Math–
Pre Calculus 

Trigonometry 
CMAT 1223 

Advanced Math-
Functions and 
Statistics 

Introductory Statistics 
CMAT 1303 

Algebra III College Algebra CMAT 1213 

Arabic 
Elementary Arabic I 
Elementary Arabic II 

CARB 1013/1014 
CARB 1023/1024 

Art 
Art History I or II 
Art Structure/2-D Design 
Beginning Drawing 

CART 2103/2113 
CART 1113 
CART 2203 

Biology I 
General Biology I 
General Biology I (Science 
Majors) 

CBIO 1013 
CBIO 1033 

Biology II 

General Biology I 
General Biology I (Science 
Majors) 
General Biology II 
General Biology II (Science 
Majors) 
Human Anatomy & Physiology I  
Human Anatomy & Physiology I 
(Lec/Lab)  
Human Anatomy & Physiology 
II  
Human Anatomy & Physiology 
II (Lec/Lab  

CBIO 1013 
CBIO 1033 
CBIO 1023 
CBIO 1043 
CBIO 2213  
CBIO 2214  
CBIO 2223  
CBIO 2224  

Calculus 

Applied Calculus 
Calculus I 
Calculus II 
Differential Calculus I 
Integral Calculus I 

CMAT 2103 
CMAT 2113-5 
CMAT 2123-5 
CMAT 2113 
CMAT 2116 

Chemistry I 
General Chemistry Survey I 
Chemistry I 
Chemistry I (Science Majors) 

CCEM 1013 
CCEM 1103 
CCEM 1123 

Chemistry II 

General, Organic and 
Biochemistry 
General Chemistry Survey I 
Chemistry I 
Chemistry I (Science Majors) 
Chemistry II 
Chemistry II (Science Majors) 

CCEM 1003 
CCEM 1013 
CCEM 1103 
CCEM 1123 
CCEM 1113 
CCEM 1133 

Earth Science 
Physical Geology 
Historical Geology 

CGEO 1103 
CGEO 1113 

Economics 
Economic Principles 
Macroeconomics 
Microeconomics 

CECN 2113 
CECN 2213 
CECN 2223 

English III 

English Composition I 
English Composition II 
American Literature I 
American Literature II 
Major American Writers 

CENL 1013 
CENL 1023 
CENL 2153 
CENL 2163 
CENL 2173 

TOPS Core 
Course 

Dual Enrollment 

Common Course Name 
Common Course 

Code 

English IV 

English Composition I 
English Composition II 
British Literature I 
British Literature II 
Major British Writers 
World Literature I 
World Literature II 
Major World Writers  
Introduction to Fiction 
Introduction to Literature 
Introduction to Poetry and/or 
Drama 

CENL 1013 
CENL 1023 
CENL 2103 
CENL 2113 
CENL 2123 
CENL 2203 
CENL 2213 
CENL 2223 
CENL 2303 
CENL 2323 
CENL 2313 

Environmental 
Science 

Environmental Science CEVS 1103 

Fine Arts Survey 

Exploring the Arts 
Introduction to Visual Arts 
Dance Appreciation 
Music Appreciation 

CART 1013 
CART 1023 
CDNC 1013 
CMUS 1013 

French 

Elementary French I 
Elementary French II 
Intermediate French I 
Intermediate French II 

CFRN 1013/1014 
CFRN 1023/1024 
CFRN 2013/2014 
CFRN 2023 

German 

Elementary German I 
Elementary German II 
Intermediate German I 
Intermediate German II 

CGRM 1013/1014 
CGRM 1023/1024 
CGRM 2013 
CGRM 2023 

History Of 
Religion 

World Religions CPHL 2213 

Latin 

Elementary Latin I 
Elementary Latin II 
Intermediate Latin I 
Intermediate Latin II 

CLTN 1013/1014 
CLTN 1023/1024 
CLTN 2013 
CLTN 2023 

Physical Science 
 

Physical Science I CPHY 1023 

Physics I 

Physics I (Algebra/Trigonometry 
Based) 
Physics I (Lecture and Lab) 
Physics I (Calculus Based) 

CPHY 2113 
CPHY 2114 
CPHY 2133 

Pre-Calculus Algebra and Trigonometry CMAT 1233 
Probability and 
Statistics 

Introductory Statistics 
CMAT 1303 

Spanish 

Elementary Spanish I 
Elementary Spanish II 
Intermediate Spanish I 
Intermediate Spanish II 

CSPN 1013/1014 
CSPN 1023/1024 
CSPN 2013/2014 
CSPN 2023 

Theatre 
(Performance) 

Acting I or II 
Introduction to Theatre 

CTHE 2103/2113 
CTHE 1013 

US Government 
or Civics  

Introduction to American 
Government 
Introduction to State and Local 
Government 
Introduction to Comparative 
Government 

CPOL 2013 
CPOL 2113 
CPOL 2213 

US History American History I or II CHIS 2013/2023 
Western 
Civilization 

Western Civilization I or II CHIS 1013/1023 
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TOPS Core 
Course 

Dual Enrollment 

Common Course Name 
Common Course 

Code 
Western 
Civilization, 
European 
History or AP 
European 
History;  
World 
Geography, AP 
Human 
Geography, or 
IB Geography;  
World History, 
AP World 
History, or 
World History 
IB; History of 
Religion;  
IB Economics 
Economics,  
AP 
Macroeconomics 
AP 
Microeconomics 

Introduction to Psychology CPSY2013 

World 
Geography 

World Regional Geography CGRG 2113 

World History World Civilization I or II CHIS 1113/1123 

 

 (v). Honors Courses 

TOPS Core Course Honors 
Arabic Arabic: Cambridge AICE-AS 
Biology II Biology II: Honors 
IB Biology II Biology II: Cambridge AICE-AS 

Calculus I 
Calculus: Honors 
Math 2 (Part 1): Cambridge AICE-A 
Level 

Calculus II 
Math 2 (Part 2): Cambridge AICE – A 
Level 

Chemistry I Chemistry I: Honors 

Chemistry II Chemistry II: Honors 

IB Chemistry II Chemistry II: Cambridge AICE-AS 

Chinese Chinese: Cambridge AICE-AS 

Economics  Economics: Cambridge AICE - AS 

 

A.5.a.iii.(a) – L.2.c.ii. … 

 M. 2021 Natural Disaster Initial Eligibility Requirements 

1. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Opportunity, 
Performance or Honors Award, a displaced student graduating 
from high school or completing a BESE approved home study 
program at the 12th grade level during the 2021-2022 
academic year (high school) must meet all of the requirements 
of §803.A, except as follows. 

a. A displaced student who has been certified by the 
principal or headmaster to have graduated during the 2021-
2022 academic year (high school) from an out-of-state high 
school that meets the criteria of an eligible out-of-state high 
school as provided in §1701.A.4 and 5 shall not be required 
to have for the respective awards a higher minimum 
composite score on the ACT or on the scholastic aptitude test 
than required for a student who graduates from an eligible 
Louisiana high school. 

b. The requirement that a student who graduates 
from an eligible Louisiana high school during the 2021-2022 
academic year (high school) must have successfully 
completed the applicable core curriculum shall be waived for 
a displaced student based upon a sworn affidavit by the 
student's high school principal or headmaster or authorized 
designee that failure to comply with such requirement is due 
solely to the fact that the required course or courses were not 
available to the student at the school attended. 

c. A displaced student shall be deemed to meet the 
Louisiana residency requirement if: 

 i. such dependent or independent student actually 
resided in Louisiana during the entire 2020-2021 academic 
year (high school) and was enrolled for such time in an 
eligible Louisiana high school and graduated from high 
school during 2021-2022 academic year (high school); or 

 ii. such dependent student has a parent or court-
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in 
§803.F.2. for at least the 12 months prior to August 27, 2021. 

d. A dependent student who graduated from an 
eligible out-of-state high school shall be deemed to meet the 
Louisiana residency requirement if his parent or court-ordered 
custodian was displaced as a resident from a parish listed in 
§703.M.2.  

e. A displaced student who during the 2021-2022 
academic year (high school) successfully completes at the 
12th grade level a home study program approved by BESE 
shall not be required to have also completed the 11th grade 
level of an approved home study program. 

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, displaced 
student means a student who on August 27, 2021, was actually 
residing in Jefferson, Lafourche, Livingston, Plaquemines, St. 
Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John the Baptist, 
Tangipahoa, or Terrebonne Parish, and: 

 i. was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana high 
school as provided in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or  

 ii. was enrolled in a home study program approved 
by BESE.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1, and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:636 (April 1998), 
amended LR 24:1902 (October 1998), LR 24:2237 (December 
1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), LR 25:655 (April 1999), LR 
25:1794 (October 1999), LR 26:64, 67 (January 2000), LR 26:689 
(April 2000), LR 26:1262 (June 2000), LR 26:1602 (August 2000), 
LR 26:1996, 1999, 2001 (September 2000), LR 26:2268 (October 
2000), LR 26:2753 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), LR 
27:702 (May 2001), LR 27:1219, 1219 (August 2001), 
repromulgated LR 27:1850 (November 2001), amended LR 28:772 
(April 2002), LR 28:2330, 2332 (November 2002), LR 29:125 
(February 2003), LR 29:2372 (November 2003), LR 30:1162 (June 
2004), LR 30:1471 (July 2004), LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 
31:37 (January 2005), LR 31:2213 (September 2005), LR 31:3112 
(December 2005), LR 32:2239 (December 2006), LR 33:435 (March 
2007), LR 33:2357 (November 2007), LR 33:2612 (December 
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2007), LR 34:1389 (July 2008), LR 35:228 (February 2009), LR 
36:312 (February 2010), LR 36:490 (March 2010), LR 36:2269 
(October 2010), LR 36:2855 (December 2010), LR 37:2987 
(October 2011), LR 38:354 (February 2012), LR 38:3158 (December 
2012), LR 39:481 (March 2013), LR 39:2485 (September 2013), LR 
40:54 (January 2014), LR 41:373 (February 2015), LR 41:651, 664 
(April 2015), LR 41:1486 (August 2015), LR 41:2596, 2599 
(December 2015), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of 
Student Financial Assistance, LR 42:1657 (October 2016), LR 
42:1882 (November 2016), LR 43:518 (March 2017), LR 43:1346 
(July 2017), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of Student 
Financial Assistance, LR 44:506 (March 2018), LR 44:1004 (June 
2018), LR 44:1870 (October 2018), LR 46:326 (March 2020), LR 
47:39 (January 2021), amended LR 47:861 (July 2021), LR 47:864 
(July 2021), amended LR 47:868 (July 2021). 

§705. Maintaining Eligibility 

A. – F.2.c. … 

G. 2020 Natural Disaster Maintaining Eligibility 
Requirements 

1. To continue receiving the TOPS Opportunity, 
Performance or Honors Awards, a displaced student must 
meet all of the criteria in §705.A-D above, except as follows. 

a. The TOPS Award of a displaced student who 
enrolls as a full-time student in an eligible out-of-state college 
or university during the 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS) 
and subsequently enrolls at a Louisiana-eligible college or 
university shall not be reduced due to enrollment in an eligible 
out-of-state institution during the 2020-2021 academic year 
(TOPS). 

b. The period of suspension of a TOPS Award for a 
displaced student due to the student not meeting a requirement 
to maintain a minimum grade point average or to make steady 
academic progress shall be extended on a one-for-one basis 
for each semester or term in which the student does not enroll 
on a full-time basis in an eligible college or university during 
the 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS). 

c. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the minimum academic progress requirements set forth in 
§705.A.6.. 

bd. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the steady academic progress requirements set forth in 
§705.A.7. 

ce. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the continuation GPA requirements set forth in §705.A.8. 

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, displaced 
student means: 

a. a student whose home of record on August 26, 
2020, was located in, or who, on August 26, 2020, was 
attending a postsecondary institution located in Acadia, Allen, 
Beauregard, Caddo, Calcasieu, Cameron, Grant, Jackson, 
Jefferson Davis, Lasalle, Lincoln, Morehouse, Natchitoches, 
Ouachita, Rapides, Sabine, St. Landry, Union, Vermilion, 
Vernon, or Winn Parish: or 

b. a student whose home of record on October 8, 
2020, was located in, or who, on October 8, 2020, was 
attending a postsecondary institution located in Acadia, Allen, 

Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson Davis, 
Lafayette, Rapides, St. Landry, St. Martin, or Vermilion 
Parish. 

c. a student whose home of record on October 26, 
2020, was located in, or who, on October 26, 2020, was 
attending a postsecondary institution located in Jefferson, 
Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, or Terrebonne 
Parish. 

3. For the purposes of this Subsection, home of record 
for a dependent student shall mean the domiciliary address of 
the student's parent or court-ordered custodian and for an 
independent student shall mean the domiciliary address of 
such student. 

H. 2021 Natural Disaster Maintaining Eligibility 
Requirements 

1. To continue receiving the TOPS Opportunity, 
Performance or Honors Awards, a displaced student must 
meet all of the criteria in §705.A-D above, except as follows. 

a. The TOPS Award of a displaced student who 
enrolls as a full-time student in an eligible out-of-state college 
or university during the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS) 
and subsequently enrolls at a Louisiana-eligible college or 
university shall not be reduced due to enrollment in an eligible 
out-of-state institution during the 2021-2022 academic year 
(TOPS). 

b. The period of suspension of a TOPS Award for a 
displaced student due to the student not meeting the 
requirement to maintain a minimum grade point average or to 
make steady academic progress shall be extended on a one-
for-one basis for each semester or term in which the student 
does not enroll on a full-time basis in an eligible college or 
university during the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS). 

c. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the minimum academic progress requirements set forth in 
§705.A.6. 

b. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the steady academic progress requirements set forth in 
§705.A.7. 

c. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the continuation GPA requirements set forth in §705.A.8. 

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, displaced 
student means a student whose home of record on August 27, 
2021, was located in, or who, on August 27, 2021, was 
attending a postsecondary institution located in Jefferson, 
Lafourche, Livingston, Plaquemines, St. Charles, St. Helena, 
St. James, St. John the Baptist, Tangipahoa, or Terrebonne 
Parish. 

3. For the purposes of this Subsection, home of record 
for a dependent student shall mean the domiciliary address of 
the student's parent or court-ordered custodian and for an 
independent student shall mean the domiciliary address of 
such student. 

4. Notwithstanding the definition of displaced student set 
forth in Subsection H.2., the provisions of this Section shall 
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apply to any student who, on August 27, 2021, was a member 
of the Louisiana National Guard called to active duty to assist 
in the preparation for and response to Hurricane Ida. 

HI.1. A student who successfully completes a 
baccalaureate degree without having exhausted his period of 
award eligibility shall receive an award for the remainder of 
his eligibility if he enrolls in a graduate or professional school 
at an eligible college or university no later than the fall 
semester immediately following the first anniversary of the 
student's completion of an undergraduate degree and has met 
the requirements for continued eligibility set forth in 
§705.A.6. The remaining eligibility may not be used to pursue 
a second undergraduate degree. 

2. Beginning with the 2012-2013 academic year 
(TOPS), a student who successfully completes any type of 
technical, vocational, or academic credential other than a 
baccalaureate degree without having exhausted his period of 
award eligibility shall receive an award for the remainder of 
his eligibility if he enrolls in a program of study leading to a 
baccalaureate degree, to a vocational or technical certificate 
or diploma, or to a non-academic degree at an eligible college 
or university no later than the fall semester immediately 
following the first anniversary of the student's completion of 
an associate’s degree and has met the requirements for 
continued eligibility set forth in §705.A.6. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3021-3031, R.S. 17:3042.1, and R.S. 17:5001 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
22:338 (May 1996), repromulgated LR 24:637 (April 1998), 
amended LR 24:1904 (October 1998), LR 25:257 (February 1999), 
LR 25:656 (April 1999), LR 25:1091 (June 1999), LR 26:67 
(January 2000), LR 26:688 (April 2000), LR 26:1996 (September 
2000), LR 26:2001 (September 2000), repromulgated LR 27:1853 
(November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (March 2002), LR 28:772 
(April 2002), LR 28:2332 (November 2002), LR 29:2373 
(November 2003), LR 30:781 (April 2004), LR 30:1163 (June 2004), 
LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 31:3115 (December 2005), LR 
33:437 (March 2007) , LR 34:1390 (July 2008), LR 36:491 (March 
2010), LR 36:2856 (December 2010), LR 38:3159 (December 
2012), LR 40:1002 (May 2014), LR 41:664 (April 2015), LR 42:47 
(January 2016), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of Student 
Financial Assistance, LR 44:520 (March 2018), LR 47:40 (January 
2021), LR 47:865 (July 2021), amended LR 47:869 (July 2021). 

 

Chapter 8.  TOPS-Tech Award 
§803.  Establishing Eligibility 

A. – A.6.a.i. … 

 ii. for students graduating in the 2027 academic 
year (high school) and later, the high school course work 
documented on the student’s official transcript as approved by 
the Louisiana Department of Education constituting the 
following TOPS-Tech core curriculum. 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 

1 English I 
1 English II 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 

2 English III, English IV, AP or IB English courses, 
Business English, Technical Writing, or comparable 
Louisiana Technical College courses offered by Jump 
Start regional teams as approved by the state Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education. 

1 Algebra I; or both Algebra I, Part 1 and Algebra I, Part 2; 
or an applied or hybrid algebra course 

1 Geometry or an applied Geometry course 
2 Algebra II, Math Essentials, Financial Literacy, Business 

Math, Algebra III, Advanced Math -Functions and 
Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-Calculus, Pre-calculus, 
or comparable Louisiana Technical College courses 
offered by Jump Start regional teams as approved by the 
state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III may be substituted 
for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, and shall equal 
three mathematics credits 

1 Biology 
1 Chemistry I, Earth Science, Environmental Science, 

Agriscience I and Agriscience II (both for one unit), 
Physical Science, Physics, or AP or IB science courses 

1 U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History 
1 Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics: 

Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: 
United States 

9 In Jump Start course sequences, workplace experiences, 
and credentials. A student shall complete a regionally 
designed series of Career and Technical Education Jump 
Start coursework and workplace-based learning 
experiences leading to a statewide or regional Jump Start 
credential. This shall include courses and workplace 
experiences specific to the credential, courses related to 
foundational career skills requirements in Jump Start, 
and other courses, including career electives, that the 
Jump Start regional team determines are appropriate for 
the career major. 

 iii. for students graduating in the 2018 academic 
year (high school) and later, the high school course work 
documented on the student’s official transcript as approved by 
the Louisiana Department of Education constituting the 
following TOPS-Tech core curriculum. 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 

1 English I 
1 English II 
2 English III, English IV, AP or IB English courses, 

Business English, Technical Writing, or comparable 
Louisiana Technical College courses offered by Jump 
Start regional teams as approved by the state Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education. 

1 Algebra I; or both Algebra I, Part 1 and Algebra I, Part 2; 
or an applied or hybrid algebra course 

3 Geometry, Algebra II, Math Essentials, Financial 
Literacy, Business Math, Algebra III, Advanced Math -
Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-Calculus, 
Pre-calculus, or comparable Louisiana Technical 
College courses offered by Jump Start regional teams as 
approved by the state Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and 
III may be substituted for Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II, and shall equal three mathematics credits 

1 Biology 
1 Chemistry I, Earth Science, Environmental Science, 

Agriscience I and Agriscience II (both for one unit), 
Physical Science, Physics, or AP or IB science courses 

1 U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History 
1 Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics: 

Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: 
United States 
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Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 

9 In Jump Start course sequences, workplace experiences, 
and credentials. A student shall complete a regionally 
designed series of Career and Technical Education Jump 
Start coursework and workplace-based learning 
experiences leading to a statewide or regional Jump Start 
credential. This shall include courses and workplace 
experiences specific to the credential, courses related to 
foundational career skills requirements in Jump Start, 
and other courses, including career electives, that the 
Jump Start regional team determines are appropriate for 
the career major. 

 
 iv.ii. for students graduating in the 2015-2016 
academic year (high school) and later, the high school course 
work documented on the student's official transcript as 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Education 
constituting the following TOPS-Tech core curriculum. 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 
1 English I 
1 English II 
2 English III, English IV, AP or IB English courses, 

Business English, Technical Writing, or comparable 
Louisiana Technical College courses offered by Jump 
Start regional teams as approved by the state Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education. 

1 Algebra I; or both Algebra I, Part 1 and Algebra I, Part 2; 
or an applied or hybrid algebra course 

3 Geometry, Algebra II, Math Essentials, Financial 
Literacy, Business Math, Algebra III, Advanced Math -
Functions and Statistics, Advanced Math - Pre-Calculus, 
Pre-calculus, or comparable Louisiana Technical 
College courses offered by Jump Start regional teams as 
approved by the state Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and 
III may be substituted for Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II, and shall equal three mathematics credits 

1 Biology 
1 Chemistry I, Earth Science, Environmental Science, 

Agriscience I and Agriscience II (both for one unit), 
Physical Science,or AP or IB science courses 

1 U.S. History, AP U.S. History, or IB U.S. History 
1 Civics, Government, AP U.S. Government and Politics: 

Comparative, or AP U.S. Government and Politics: 
United States 

9 In Jump Start course sequences, workplace experiences, 
and credentials. A student shall complete a regionally 
designed series of Career and Technical Education Jump 
Start coursework and workplace-based learning 
experiences leading to a statewide or regional Jump Start 
credential. This shall include courses and workplace 
experiences specific to the credential, courses related to 
foundational career skills requirements in Jump Start, 
and other courses, including career electives, that the 
Jump Start regional team determines are appropriate for 
the career major. 

 
 iv. for students graduating in the 2000-2001 school 
year through the 2012-2013 school year, the high school 
course work documented on the student's official transcript as 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Education 
constituting the following TOPS-Tech core curriculum. 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 
1 English I 
1 English II 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 
1 English III 
1 English IV or substitute 1 unit of Business English 
1 Algebra I; or both Algebra I, Part 1 and Algebra I, Part 2; 

or both Applied Mathematics I and Applied 
Mathematics II 

2 Geometry, Applied Mathematics III, Algebra II, Financial 
Mathematics, Advanced Mathematics I [beginning with 
the 2008-2009 academic year (high school) this course 
is renamed Advanced Math – Pre-Calculus], Advanced 
Mathematics II [beginning with the 2008-2009 
academic year (high school) this course is renamed 
Advanced Math – Functions and Statistics], Discrete 
Mathematics, or Probability and Statistics (2 units). 
Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III may be substituted 
for Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II, and shall be 
considered the equivalent of the 3 required math units 

1 Biology 
1 Chemistry or Applied Chemistry 
1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science, 

Integrated Science, Biology II, Chemistry II, Physics, 
Physics II, or Physics for Technology or Agriscience I 
and II (both for 1 unit) 

1 American History 
1 World History, Western Civilization, or World 

Geography 
1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or  

Civics (1 unit, nonpublic) 
Remaining Core Courses shall be Selected  

from One of the Following Options: 
Option 1Total of 17 Units 

1 Fine Arts Survey or substitute 2 units of performance 
courses in music, dance, or theater; or substitute 2 units 
of visual art courses; or substitute 2 units of studio art 
courses; or a course from the Career and Technical 
Program of studies that is approved by the BESE (must 
be listed under the Vocational Education Course 
Offerings in Bulletin 741 or the updates to Bulletin 
741); or substitute 1 unit as an elective from among the 
other subjects listed in this core curriculum 

2 Foreign Language, Technical Writing,  
Speech I or Speech II 

1 One unit from the secondary computer education 
program of studies that is approved by the BESE 

or 
Option 2Total of 19 Units 

4 In a career major comprised of a sequence of related 
specialty courses. In order for a student to use this 
option, the courses for the career major must be 
approved by BESE. 

1 Credit in a basic computer course. 
1 In related or technical fields. A related course includes 

any course which is listed under the student's major. A 
technical course is one that is listed in the approved 
career option plan for the high school at which the 
course is taken. 

 
 vi. for students graduating through the 2001-2002 
school year, the TOPS-Tech core curriculum as follows. 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 
1 English I 
1 English II 
1 English III 
1 English IV or Business English 
1 Algebra I (1 unit) or Applied Algebra IA and 1B (2 units)  
1 Algebra II 
1 Geometry or Applied Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus or 

comparable Advanced Mathematics 
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Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 
1 Biology  
1 Chemistry or Applied Physics 
1 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science, 

Biology II, Chemistry II, Physics, Physics II or Physics for 
Technology or Agriscience I and II (both for 1 unit) 

1 American History 
1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography 
1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or  

Civics (1 unit, non-public)  
1 Fine Arts Survey or any approved vocational course in the 

areas of Agriscience, Business Education, Family and 
Consumer Science, Health Occupations, Marketing 
Education, Technology Education, or Trade and Industrial 
Education; (or substitute 2 units of performance courses in 
music, dance or theater; or 2 units of studio art or 2 units of 
visual art courses; or 1 elective from among the other 
subjects listed in this core curriculum) 

2 In a single Foreign Language. (1 unit for students graduating 
from high school during the 1996-97 and 1997-98 school 
years.) or Technical Writing, Speech I or Speech II (2 
units). 

1/2 Computer Science, Computer Literacy or Business 
Computer Applications (or substitute at least 1/2 unit of an 
elective course related to computers that is approved by the 
state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; or 
substitute at least 1/2 unit of an elective from among the 
other subjects listed in this core curriculum) 

 

 vii. for students graduating in the 2013-2014 school 
year through the 2016-2017 school year, the high school 
course work documented on the student’s official transcript as 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Education 
constituting the following TOPS-Tech core curriculum. 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 
1 English I 
1 English II 
1 English III 
1 English IV or substitute 1 unit of Business English 
1 Algebra I; or both Algebra I, Part 1 and Algebra I, Part 2; or 

both Applied Mathematics I and Applied Mathematics II 
2 Geometry, Applied Mathematics III, Algebra II, Financial 

Mathematics, Advanced Mathematics I [beginning with the 
2008-2009 academic year (high school) this course is 
renamed Advanced Math – Pre-Calculus], Advanced 
Mathematics II [beginning with the 2008-2009 academic 
year (high school) this course is renamed Advanced Math 
– Functions and Statistics], Discrete Mathematics, or 
Probability and Statistics (2 units). Integrated Mathematics 
I, II, and III may be substituted for Algebra I, Geometry 
and Algebra II, and shall be considered the equivalent of 
the 3 required math units  

1 Biology  
2 Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science, 

Integrated Science, Biology II, or Chemistry or Applied 
Chemistry, Chemistry II, Physics, Physics II or Physics for 
Technology or Agriscience I and II (both for 1 unit) 

1 American History 
1 World History, Western Civilization or World Geography 
1 Civics and Free Enterprise (1 unit combined) or  

Civics (1 unit, non-public)  
Remaining Core Courses Shall Be Selected 

from One of the Following Options 

Core Curriculum―TOPS-Tech Award 
Units Course 

Option 1—Total of 17 Units 
1 Fine Arts Survey or drafting (one unit) or substitute 2 units 

of performance courses in music, dance, or theater; or 
substitute 2 units of visual art courses; or substitute 2 units 
of studio art courses; or a course from the Career and 
Technical Program of studies that is approved by the BESE 
(must be listed under the Vocational Education Course 
Offerings in Bulletin 741 or the updates to Bulletin 741); 
or substitute 1 unit as an elective from among the other 
subjects listed in this core curriculum 

2 Foreign Language, Technical Writing, Speech I or Speech II  
1 One unit from the secondary computer education program of 

studies that is approved by the BESE 

or 
Option 2—Total of 19 Units 

4 In a career major comprised of a sequence of related 
specialty courses. In order for a student to use this option, 
the courses for the career major must be approved by 
BESE.  

1 Credit in a basic computer course 
1 In related or technical fields. A related course includes any 

course which is listed under the student's major. A 
technical course is one that is listed in the approved career 
option plan for the high school at which the course is 
taken.  

 
A.6.b.i. – E.2.c.ii. … 

 

F. 2021 Natural Disaster Initial Eligibility Requirements 

1. To establish eligibility for a TOPS Tech Award, a 
displaced student graduating from high school or completing 
a BESE approved home study program at the 12th grade level 
during the 2021-2022 academic year (high school) must meet 
all of the requirements of §803.A, except as follows. 

a. A displaced student who has been certified by the 
principal or headmaster to have graduated during the 2021-
2022 academic year (high school) from an out-of-state high 
school that meets the criteria of an eligible out-of-state high 
school as provided in §1701.A.4 and 5 shall not be required 
to have for the respective awards a higher minimum 
composite score on the ACT or on the scholastic aptitude test 
than required for a student who graduates from an eligible 
Louisiana high school. 

b. The requirement that a student who graduates 
from an eligible Louisiana high school during the 2021-2022 
academic year (high school) must have successfully 
completed the applicable core curriculum shall be waived for 
a displaced student based upon a sworn affidavit by the 
student's high school principal or headmaster or authorized 
designee that failure to comply with such requirement is due 
solely to the fact that the required course or courses were not 
available to the student at the school attended. 

c. A displaced student shall be deemed to meet the 
Louisiana residency requirement if: 

 i. such dependent or independent student actually 
resided in Louisiana during the entire 2020-2021 academic 
year (high school) and was enrolled for such time in an 
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eligible Louisiana high school and graduated from high 
school during 2021-2022 academic year (high school); or 

 ii. such dependent student has a parent or court-
ordered custodian who actually resided in a parish listed in 
§803.F.2. for at least the 12 months prior to August 27, 2021. 

d. A dependent student who graduated from an 
eligible out-of-state high school shall be deemed to meet the 
Louisiana residency requirement if his parent or court-ordered 
custodian was displaced as a resident from a parish listed in 
§803.F.2.  

e. A displaced student who during the 2021-2022 
academic year (high school) successfully completes at the 
12th grade level a home study program approved by BESE 
shall not be required to have also completed the 11th grade 
level of an approved home study program. 

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, displaced 
student means a student who on August 27, 2021, was actually 
residing in Jefferson, Lafourche, Livingston, Plaquemines, St. 
Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John the Baptist, 
Tangipahoa, or Terrebonne Parish, and: 

 i. was enrolled in an eligible Louisiana high 
school as provided in §1701.A.1, 2 and 3; or  

 ii. was enrolled in a home study program approved 
by BESE.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:3042.1, and R.S. 17:3048.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
24:1904 (October 1998), amended LR 24:2237 (December 1998), 
LR 25:1795 (October 1999), LR 26:65 and 67 (January 2000), LR 
26:1602 (August 2000), LR 26:1997 (September 2000), LR 26:2269 
(October 2000), LR 26:2754 (December 2000), LR 27:36 (January 
2001), LR 27:1220 (August 2001), repromulgated LR 27:1854 
(November 2001), amended LR 28:447 (March 2002), LR 28:773 
(April 2002), LR 28:2330 (November 2002), LR 29:554 (April 
2003), LR 30:1164 (June 2004), LR 30:2019 (September 2004), LR 
31:39 (January 2005), LR 31:3114 (December 2005), LR 33:437 
(March 2007), LR 33:2614 (December 2007), LR 35:230 (February 
2009), LR 36:491 (March 2010), LR 36:2270 (October 2010), LR 
36:2856 (December 2010), LR 38:3159 (December 2012), LR 
41:654 (April 2015), LR 41:2597 (December 2015), LR 42:48 
(January 2016), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of Student 
Financial Assistance, LR 44:523 (March 2018), amended LR 
44:1874 (October 2018), LR 45:1172 (September 2019), LR 47:40 
(January 2021), LR 47:866 (July 2021), amended LR 47:870 (July 
2021). 

§805. Maintaining Eligibility 

A. – H.3. … 

I. 2021 Natural Disaster Maintaining Eligibility 
Requirements  

1. To continue receiving the TOPS Tech Award, a 
displaced student must meet all of the criteria in §805.A-C 
above, except as follows. 

a. The TOPS Award of a displaced student who 
enrolls as a full-time student in an eligible out-of-state college 
or university during the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS) 

and subsequently enrolls at a Louisiana-eligible college or 
university shall not be cancelled or reduced due to enrollment 
in an eligible out-of-state institution during the 2021-2022 
academic year (TOPS). 

b. The period of suspension of a TOPS Award for a 
displaced student due to the student not meeting a requirement 
to maintain a minimum grade point average or to make steady 
academic progress shall be extended on a one-for-one basis 
for each semester or term in which the student does not enroll 
on a full-time basis in an eligible college or university during 
the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS). 

c. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the minimum academic progress requirements set forth in 
§805.A.8. 

d. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the steady academic progress requirements set forth in 
§805.A.6. 

e. A displaced student shall not be required to meet 
the continuation GPA requirements set forth in §805.A.7. 

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, displaced 
student means a student whose home of record on August 27, 
2021, was located in, or who, on August 27, 2021, was 
attending a postsecondary institution located in Jefferson, 
Lafourche, Livingston, Plaquemines, St. Charles, St. Helena, 
St. James, St. John the Baptist, Tangipahoa, or Terrebonne 
Parish. 

3.  For the purposes of this Subsection, home of record 
for a dependent student shall mean the domiciliary address of 
the student's parent or court-ordered custodian and for an 
independent student shall mean the domiciliary address of 
such student. 

4. Notwithstanding the definition of displaced student set 
forth in Subsection I.2., the provisions of this Section shall 
apply to any student who, on August 27, 2021, was a member 
of the Louisiana National Guard called to active duty to assist 
in the preparation for and response to Hurricane Ida. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3021-3031, R.S. 17:3042.1 and R.S. 17:5001 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
24:1905 (October 1998) amended LR 25:1091 (June 1999), LR 
26:68 (January 2000), LR 26:689 (April 2000), LR 26:1997, 2002 
(September 2000), repromulgated LR 27:1856 (November 2001), 
amended LR 28:774 (April 2002), LR 28:2332 (November 2002), 
LR 29:880 (June 2003), LR 29:2373 (November 2003), LR 30:781 
(April 2004), LR 30:1165 (June 2004), LR 30:2019 (September 
2004), LR 31:3115 (December 2005), LR 33:438 (March 2007), LR 
35:1489 (August 2009), LR 38:3160 (December 2012), LR 40:1002 
(May 2014), LR 41:666 (April 2015), LR 41:2598 (December 2015), 
LR 42:49 (January 2016), amended by the Board of Regents, Office 
of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:527 (March 2018), LR 47:41 
(January 2021), LR 47:867 (July 2021), amended LR 47:871 (July 
2021). 
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Chapter 21. Miscellaneous Provisions 
and Exceptions 

§2103. Circumstances Warranting Exception to the 
Initial and Continuous Enrollment 
Requirements 

A. – H.6. … 

I. 2021 Natural Disaster Exceptions 

1. For the purposes of this subsection, displaced 
students are TOPS, Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship, 
and GO Youth Challenge recipients and students eligible for 
TOPS whose home of record on August 27, 2021, was located 
in, or who, on August 27, 2021, was attending a 
postsecondary institution located in Jefferson, Lafourche, 
Livingston, Plaquemines, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. James, 
St. John the Baptist, Tangipahoa, or Terrebonne Parish. 

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, home of record 
is: 

a. the domiciliary address of a dependent student’s 
parent or court-ordered custodian; or 

b. the domiciliary address of an independent student. 

3. For the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS), displaced 
students are not required to enroll as full-time students, to 
maintain continuous enrollment, or to earn at least 24 hours 
during the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS). 

4. Displaced students who are Rockefeller State 
Wildlife Scholarship recipients may enroll full-time or part-
time in a college or university that does not offer a course of 
study leading to an undergraduate or graduate degree in 
wildlife, forestry or marine science.  

a. Upon request of the student, the eligible college or 
university may bill for the Rockefeller State Wildlife 
Scholarship for these students.  

b. The amount paid for any such semester of 
enrollment in accordance with this Subsection shall reduce 
the student’s total eligibility for the Rockefeller State Wildlife 
Scholarship Program. 

c. Institutions must document the displaced student’s 
request for payment in accordance with this Subsection. 

d. Any grades earned by a displaced student who 
enrolls in school during the 2021-2022 in accordance with this 
Subsection will be included in the calculation of the student’s 
cumulative grade point average. 

6. For the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS), students 
who are not displaced students, but who, due to the effects of 
Hurricane Ida, were unable to enroll for the first time as full 
time students by the applicable deadline, to enroll as full-time 
students, to maintain continuous enrollment in school, or to 
earn 24 hours during the 2021-2022 academic year (TOPS) 
may submit a request for exception in accordance with 
§2103.D. based on the circumstances provided in §2103.E.12. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:5001 et seq., and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial 
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 
22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1648 (December 1997), 
repromulgated LR 24:647 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1916 
(October 1998), LR 26:1015 (May 2000), LR 26:2002 (September 
2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), repromulgated LR 27:1866 
(November 2001), amended LR 27:1875 (November 2001), LR 
28:46 (January 2002), LR 28:449 (March 2002), LR 28:775 (April 
2002), LR 28:2330 and 2333 (November 2002), LR 29:126 
(February 2003), LR 29:2373 (November 2003), LR 29:2373 
(November 2003), LR 30:785 (April 2004), LR 30:1167 (June 2004), 
LR 31:1060 (May 2005), LR 33:440 (March 2007), LR 35:1233 
(July 2009), LR 38:3160 (December 2012), LR 41:657, 667 (April 
2015), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of Student Financial 
Assistance, LR 44:562 (March 2018), LR 45:1173 (September 
2019), amended LR 47:862 (July 2021), LR 47:867 (July 2021), 
amended LR 47:871 (July 2021). 

 

Chapter 24. Geaux Teach Program 
§2401. General Provisions 

A. Act 463 of the 2022 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature establishes the Geaux Teach Program in R.S 
17:7.6 et seq.     

B. Description and Purpose.  The Geaux Teach Program 
provides scholarships to students who are enrolled in teacher 
preparation programs at the state’s postsecondary institutions 
that are approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (BESE).  In addition, up to twenty percent of the 
available funding may be awarded to students attending 
certified alternative teacher preparation programs approved 
by BESE. 

C. Effective Date.  Awards shall be made, and these rules 
shall apply, beginning with the 2022-2023 academic year.   

D. Authority to Audit.  By participating in the scholarship 
and grant programs administered by the board and described 
in LAC 28:IV, all participants grant the board, LOSFA, and 
the Louisiana Legislative Auditor the right to inspect records 
and perform on-site audits of each institution's administration 
of the programs for the purpose of determining the 
institution's compliance with state law and the board's rules 
and regulations. 

E. Discrimination Prohibition. The exclusion of a person 
from equal opportunity for a Geaux Teach Program 
scholarship by the board because of race, religion, sex, 
handicap, national origin, or ancestry is prohibited. No policy 
or procedure of this agency shall be interpreted as superseding 
or contradicting this prohibition. 

F. Criminal Penalties.  If an erroneous award has been 
made and the board determines that the award was made 
based upon incorrect information submitted by the student or 
the student’s parent(s) or court-ordered custodian, the board 
may seek reimbursement from the student, the student’s 
parent(s) or court-ordered custodian, and if it is further 
determined that the award was made due to an intentional 
misrepresentation by the student, the student’s parent(s) or 
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court-ordered custodian, then the board shall refer the case to 
the attorney general for investigation and prosecution. If a 
student or the student’s parent(s) or court-ordered custodian 
is suspected of having intentionally misrepresented the facts 
which were provided to the board and used by it to determine 
the eligibility of the student for the program and the board has 
referred the case to the attorney general for investigation, then 
the student shall remain ineligible for future award 
consideration pending an outcome of said investigation which 
is favorable to the student. 

G. Award amount.   

 1. The award amount shall be applied only to tuition, 
fees, textbooks, and instructional materials required for 
enrollment.  Geaux Teach Program scholarships shall be 
awarded after all state and institutional financial aid are 
applied.  

2. The maximum annual award amount shall be $5,000.  

3. Each postsecondary institution/provider shall 
determine the award amounts for eligible students attending 
teacher certification programs at that institution/provider 
based on the requirements in these rules, the allocation to the 
institution/provider, the institution’s/provider’s financial aid 
packaging policy for this program, and the guidance 
established by the board and published by LOSFA. 

H. The total amount awarded for Geaux Teach Program 
scholarships during any academic year is limited to the total 
amount appropriated for the award for the academic year. 
Eligibility for an award during any particular semester, 
quarter or term does not guarantee that a student will receive 
the Geaux Teach Program scholarship in a subsequent 
semester, quarter or term. 

I. Allocation of Funds to Postsecondary Institutions.  

1. The amount allocated to an eligible institution during 
the 2022-2023 academic year will be divided equally among 
all institutions having one or more qualified programs of 
study. 

2. Beginning in the 2023-2024 academic year, 
allocations to institutions will be determined by dividing the 
amount of the institution's prior year's allocation that was 
expended by the total amount appropriated for that academic 
year multiplied by the total amount appropriated for the 
current year. 

 J. Allocation of Funds to Providers. 

1. The amount allocated to an eligible provider during 
the 2022-2023 academic year will be divided equally among 
all providers having one or more qualified programs of study. 

2. Beginning in the 2023-2024 academic year, 
allocations to providers will be determined by dividing the 
amount of the provider’s prior year's allocation that was 
expended by the total amount appropriated for that academic 
year multiplied by the total amount appropriated for the 
current year. 

 

K. Reallocation of Funds.  

1. Uncommitted funds allocated to a particular 
institution shall be reallocated if not committed by the 
deadline set by LOSFA. Uncommitted funds shall be 
apportioned among those institutions that have committed all 
funds allocated to the institution before the deadline and have 
students who are eligible for an award and did not receive it 
or who did receive an award but did not receive the maximum 
award amount for which they were eligible. 

2. Uncommitted funds allocated to a particular 
provider shall be reallocated if not committed by the deadline 
set by LOSFA.  Uncommitted funds shall be apportioned 
among those providers that have committed all funds 
allocated to the provider before the deadline and that have 
students who are eligible for an award and did not receive it 
or who did receive an award but did not receive the maximum 
award amount for which they were eligible. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3047 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 
Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 

§2403. Definitions 

A. Words and terms not otherwise defined in this Chapter 
shall have the meanings ascribed to such words and terms in 
this Section. Where the masculine is used in these rules, it 
includes the feminine, and vice versa; where the singular is 
used, it includes the plural, and vice versa. The term “the 
board” refers to the Louisiana Board of Regents.  

Academic year―for purposes of this program, the 
academic year begins on July 1 and ends on the following 
June 30.   

Administering Agency―the Louisiana Board of Regents 
(the Board) through the Louisiana Office of Student Financial 
Assistance (LOSFA). 

Alternative Teacher Certification Program Provider 
(Provider)―a provider of a certified teacher alternative 
teacher preparation program approved by the Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Continuous Enrollment―full-time enrollment in an 
approved program during the fall and spring semesters, or full 
time enrollment in the fall, winter, and spring quarters. 

 
Eligible Postsecondary Institution―postsecondary 

institutions at which the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education has approved a teacher preparation program. 

Louisiana Resident― 

a. a dependent or independent student whose true, 
fixed, and permanent home of residence is Louisiana as 
reported on the free application for federal student aid 
(FAFSA); 

b. a dependent student whose non-custodial parent 
completes a residency affidavit in Subparagraph f below that 
establishes Louisiana residency; 
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c.  a veteran of the United States Armed Forces who 
received an honorable discharge or general discharge under 
honorable conditions within the twenty-four months 
preceding the date of application and who has become a 
resident of Louisiana since separation from the United States 
Armed Forces;  

d.  the spouse or dependent child of a resident of 
Louisiana on active duty with the United States Armed Forces 
who is stationed outside Louisiana but who claims Louisiana 
as the state of legal residence and who has filed a Louisiana 
state income tax return for the most recent two years; or 

e.  the spouse or dependent child of a nonresident of 
Louisiana on active duty with the United States Armed Forces 
who is stationed in Louisiana under permanent change of 
station orders and who, not later than one hundred eighty days 
after reporting, changes his military personnel records to 
establish Louisiana as the official state of legal residence and 
complies with Louisiana income tax laws and regulations for 
the time period while stationed in Louisiana. 

f.  Residency may be established by completion of a 
standard affidavit developed by the board. Such affidavits 
must be completed in their entirety by the independent student 
applicant or by at least one parent of the dependent student 
applicant and be sworn to and notarized by a licensed notary 
public. Further, the affiant shall be required to submit records 
in support of the affidavit to include the following records and 
such other records as may be required by the board: 

 i. if registered to vote, a Louisiana voter 
registration card; and 

 ii. if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, a Louisiana 
driver's license; and 

 iii. if owning a motor vehicle located in Louisiana, 
a Louisiana registration for that vehicle; and 

 iv. if earning a reportable income, a Louisiana tax 
return. 

Eligible Postsecondary Institution―postsecondary 
institutions at which the Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education has approved a teacher preparation program. 

Qualified Program of Study―an approved teacher 
preparation program. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3047 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 
Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 

 

§2405. Initial Eligibility 

A. To be eligible for Geaux Teach Program scholarship, a 
student must: 

 1. Be a United States citizen who is registered with the 
Selective Service, if required; 

 2. Be a Louisiana Resident for at least two full years 
prior to July 1 immediately preceding the academic year in 

which the student will be enrolled in a qualified program of 
study; 

 3. Be enrolled full-time in an approved teacher 
preparation program at a Louisiana postsecondary institution 
or enrolled in an approved, alternative certified teacher 
education program through the 14th class day at an 
institution/provider operating on a semester basis, or through 
the 9th class at an institution/provider operating on a quarter 
basis; 

 4. Have at least a 2.50 cumulative college grade point 
average; 

 AUTHORITY NOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3047 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 
Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 

§2407. Continuing Eligibility 

A. To maintain eligibility to receive a Geaux Teach 
Program scholarship, a student must: 

 

1. Have received the award for not more than four 
academic years. 

 

2. Maintain a minimum cumulative college grade point 
average of at least a 2.50; 

 
3. Enroll full time in an approved teacher preparation 

program at a Louisiana postsecondary institution or enrolled 
in an approved, alternative certified teacher education 
program through the 14th class day at an institution/provider 
operating on a semester basis, or through the 9th class at an 
institution/provider operating on a quarter basis. 

 

4. Maintain continuous enrollment, unless granted an 
exception for cause in accordance with §2103 of these rules. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3047 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 
Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 

 

§2409. Responsibilities of Eligible Postsecondary 
Institutions and  Alternative Teacher Certification 
Program Providers 

A. Initial Eligibility.  Eligible institutions and providers 
must determine the requirements set forth in §2405.A.1-4. 

 

B. Continuing Eligibility. Eligible Louisiana institutions 
must determine the requirements set forth in §2407.A.2-4. 

C. Packaging Policy 

1. Eligible institutions/providers must establish and use 
a policy on Geaux Teach Program packaging that provides: 

a. procedures for compliance with these rules and the 
guidance established by the board and published by LOSFA 
for determining the award amount; 

b. record retention to comply with Subsection H of 
this Section; 
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c. the basis used to establish any award amount that 
is less than the maximum award amount allowed; 

2. Eligible Louisiana institutions must revise the 
institution’s Geaux Teach Program packaging policy as 
necessary to reflect changes to the Geaux Teach Program 
rules or guidance issued by the board. 

D. Award Amount. Eligible Louisiana institutions must 
establish the award amounts for each individual student based 
on the institution’s/provider’s packaging policy. The amount 
awarded must comply with the requirements and limitations 
established in these rules and the guidance published by 
LOSFA. 

E. Submission of Payment Requests. Each semester, 
quarter or term, eligible Louisiana institutions/providers shall 
submit a payment request to LOSFA for students enrolled at 
the institution/provider who have been determined eligible for 
a Geaux Teach Program scholarship as follows: 

1. for each student eligible for a Geaux Teach Program 
scholarship who is enrolled at the end of the fourteenth class 
day for semester schools, or the ninth class day for quarter and 
term schools, or for any qualifying summer sessions, at the 
end of the last day to drop and receive a full refund for the full 
summer session; 

2. the payment request shall include the: 

a. Social Security number; 

b. college code/provider name; 

c. term; 

d. date; 

e. hours attempted; 

f. award amount;  

g. the CIP code for the program of study in which the 
student is enrolled; 

h. the degree level code for the program of study in 
which the student is enrolled; 

i. the increment key assigned by the board that 
provides each program a unique key for the program of study 
in which the student is enrolled; and 

j. amount requested for each student; 

3. for students who are enrolled in more than one 
eligible Louisiana institution, the home school (school paying 
the Pell Grant or a financial need grant) is responsible for 
submitting a payment request for the Geaux Teach Program 
based on the total hours enrolled at all institutions. 

F. Certification of Student Data 

1. At the end of each semester, term, or quarter, 
institutions/providers shall report the following student data: 

a. semester hours attempted; and 

b. semester hours earned; and 

c. semester quality points earned; and 

d. resignation from the institution or withdrawal 
from all courses; and 

f. a student’s completion of a program of study.  

G. Over Payments 

1. No institution shall submit a payment request for 
Geaux Teach funds which would result in a student receiving 
an annual total of more than is authorized in §2401.G.. 

2. Eligible Louisiana institution/provider certifies by 
submitting a payment request for a Geaux Teach Program 
scholarship that the institution will reimburse LOSFA: 

a. for the total amount of any award that is disbursed 
to ineligible students; and 

b. for any amount of an award that is in excess of the 
maximum annual award. 

H. Excess Award. In the event an excess award occurs 
during the fall semester or quarter or the winter quarter due to 
receipt of additional state or institutional financial aid, the 
institution/provider shall reduce the award amount for the 
spring accordingly. In the event an excess award occurs 
during the spring semester or quarter due to receipt of 
additional state or institutional financial aid, the 
institution/provider shall document the reason for the excess 
award. 

I. Records Retention. Records pertaining to the Geaux 
Teach Program are subject to audit as required by the board 
and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Institutions and 
providers shall maintain all records for a minimum of three 
years from creation. All such records shall be made available 
upon request by the board and/or the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor. 

J. Each eligible institution/provider shall provide a copy 
of its Geaux Teach Program packaging policy as required by 
this section to LOSFA, when requested.  

K. Audits. Institutions/providers that participate in the 
Geaux Teach Program grant LOSFA and the Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor the right to inspect records and perform 
on-site audits of each institution's/provider’s administration 
of the program for the purpose of determining the 
institution's/provider’s compliance with state law and 
applicable rules and regulations. 

AUTHORITYNOTE:  Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3047 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 
Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 
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§2411. Responsibilities of the Louisiana Office of 
Student Financial Assistance   

A. LOSFA shall provide a residency affidavit that must be 
completed by an applicant who is determined not to have met 
the Louisiana residency requirement set forth in these rules. 

B. LOSFA shall determine whether an applicant meets 
the continuing eligibility criteria set forth in §2407.A.1. 

C. LOSFA shall pay each eligible institution/provider the 
amount requested by the eligible college in accordance with 
the provisions of §2409.E. 

D. LOSFA shall maintain a database of all students who 
have received Geaux Teach Program scholarship, including, 
but not limited to, all information reported by eligible colleges 
in accordance with §2209. In the event LOSFA receives a 
payment request in an amount that would exceed the 
maximum amount payable to a student, LOSFA will require 
the school to rebill. 

E. LOSFA shall audit eligible Louisiana institutions to 
ensure compliance with these rules.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:3047 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 
Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 

 
§2413. Responsibilities of the Louisiana Board of 
Regents 

A. The Louisiana Board of Regents shall promulgate 
rulemaking to implement the Geaux Teach Program. 

 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

17:3047 et seq. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the by the Board of 

Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44: 

 
 

Family Impact Statement: The proposed rule has no known 
impact on family formation, stability, or autonomy, as described in 
LSA-R.S. 49:972.  

Poverty Impact Statement: The proposed rulemaking will have 
no impact on poverty as described in LSA-R.S. 49:973.   

Business Analysis Statement: The proposed rule will have no 
adverse impact on small businesses as described in LSA-R.S. 
49:965.2 et seq. 

Provider Impact Statement: The proposed rule will have no 
adverse impact on providers of services for individuals with 
developmental disabilities as described in HCR 170 of 2014. 

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
changes (SG23207NI) until 4:30 p.m., October 10, 2022, by email 
to LOSFA.Comments@la.gov or to Sujuan Williams Boutté, Ed. D., 
Executive Director, Office of Student Financial Assistance, P. O. Box 
91202, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9202. 

 

________________________________________ 
Robyn Rhea Lively  

Senior Attorney 
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