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$9,975,000 is available for awards for the 2025-2026 award year. So that LOSFA can accurately track how 
much funding is available during the academic year, all eligible schools are requested to pre-bill for the entire 
award year. 

Schools should pre-bill as soon as possible after a student has been awarded a financial aid package which 
includes M.J. Foster. Pre-bill payment requests will be reviewed by LOSFA for errors.  

Schools MUST go into the LOSFA Award System to review payment requests in “Pending” status and set 
them to “Verified” once the payment census date has passed. This verification operates as the school’s 
certification that the student is enrolled in an eligible program of study and is still eligible to receive the 
funding.  It is also certification that the payment amount, semester dates, and other information provided in 
the pre-billing request is still correct. Any necessary changes should be made, and invalid requests should 
be deleted. Once all information is correct, schools will mark payment requests as “Verified.” LOSFA will 
then set “Verified” payments to process. 

LOSFA will NOT be monitoring “Pending” payments to ensure they are moved to “Verified” once the 
census date has passed. Schools are responsible for completing this action. Payments will remain in a 
“Pending” status until they are moved to “Verified” by the school. Payments remaining in “Pending” after 
the payment’s deadline will be moved to “Hold” along with payments that have missed their deadline. 

Payment requests will be submitted and processed in stages. LOSFA will begin by processing bills for 
students with a start date from July 1 through August 31, 2025. Payment requests for start dates included in 
this period will be accepted through September 15, 2025. 

If funds remain after payment requests for students with start dates from July 1 through August 31, 2025, 
are processed, awards for students with program start dates of September 1 through October 31, 2025, will 
be paid next. Payment requests for start dates included in this period will be accepted through November 
17, 2025. 
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If funds remain after payment requests for students with start dates from September 1 through October 31, 
2025, are processed, awards for students with program start dates of November 1 through November 30, 
2025. will be paid next. 

If funds are available after November payments are processed, we will provide further guidance at that time. 

Please Be Advised: 

- Payments received after the deadlines indicated above will be placed into a “Hold” status. “Hold” 
payment requests will be eligible for payment if it is determined that funding remains after all on-
time payments have been processed. If funding does not remain, these payments will be processed 
as $0 “Funding Shortfall” payments. This will allow us to track any funding shortfall and students’ 
continuous enrollment. 

- To help monitor census dates, we are asking schools to submit their census date information to us. 
For those who also utilize TOPS or TOPS Tech, we will use the already collected census dates for 
processing for credit programs. For those schools that do not utilize TOPS or TOPS Tech, a link will 
be sent to where you can enter your census date information for our records. Additional information 
about this form will be sent at a later date. 

If you have questions regarding this bulletin, please email sgsp@la.gov.  
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