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ABOUT

The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) is a
Program of the Louisiana Board of Regents, that strives to be
Louisiana’s first choice for college access by promoting, preparing
for and providing equity of college access. LOSFA administers the
state’s scholarship and grant programs and the state’s Internal
Revenue Code Section 529 college savings program.
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Hailey Pellegrin: Outreach Coordinator

l

Hailey joins the College Access, Success,
and Communications Division as the
Outreach Coordinator for Parents and
Counselors.

Before LOSFA, Hailey worked as the TOPS
and Scholarship Counselor at Louisiana
State University.



DISTRICT 34 ACT TUTORIAL WORKSHOP

District 34 ACT Workshop

Senator Jackson-Andrews, Rep. Travis Johnson, JRF Outreach, and
Rep. Adrian Fisher are funding a series of ACT Workshops at
ULM this fall for 11th-grade students. These workshops will be
conducted from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the University of
Louisiana Monroe at Walker Hall, on the first floor. It is
completely free, and lunch and snacks will be provided. If
needed, transportation will be provided by Senator Jackson-
Andrews, in conjunction with the following parishes:

A Morehouse Parish
A Richland Parish

A Madison Parish

A Tensas Parish

A East Carroll Parish
A West Carroll Parish
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District 34 ACT Workshop

A October 2024 - January 2025

A Available for 11th graders only

A All classes will be hosted at ULM
A Lunch and snacks will be provided

1. SEPTEVMBER 29TH AT ULM
A.DISTRICT-WIE
2.0CTOBER TITH-ZTH M EAGT oR WEST CARRoLL
A.FoR EAST CARRLL AVID WEST CARRoLL
3.0CToBER MTH-ISTH AT ULM
A.FoR OUACHITA, MoREHOUSE, RICHLAVID, MADIS
TEVIGAS, AVID CoVICoRDIA
4. NoVEVUBER 9TH oR 16TH AT ULM
A.DISTRICT-WIDE .
5. DECEVMBER TTH AT ULM \
A.DISTRICT-WIDE :
6.JAVUARY 25TH AT ULM
A.DISTRICT-WIDE

7,EEQISIRAIIqﬂ,,Llﬂgsf(PER,,tPARIQH)i
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SAVE =DATE «fiy>

COMING TO YOU VIRTUALLY \TOUR

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd AND THURSDAY, >\d 5[[
OCTOBER 24th FROM 8:30 TO 10:30 AM 9 O

EREEEE
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BETTER FAFSA®
UPDATES
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UPDATED FAFSA® POLICY

‘E)EPAHTMENT of
EDUCATION

loulsiono Believes

What changed?

1 During the March 2024 meeting, the Louisiana State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE)
approved repealing the policy requiring graduating
seniors to complete steps related to the FAFSA®.

1 This policy change is effective starting with the
graduation cohort of 2024-2025

1 The policy change does not remove the requirement that
local education agencies (LEAs) provide students and
their parents or guardians with information regarding
fFinancial aid programs to support postsecondary
education and training. LEAs must also ensure that each
student receives adequate support in completing and
submitting an application for financial aid.

LOSFA will continue its FAFSA® completion efforts.

10



NAVIGATING YOUR OPTIONS

| would like to apply for state | would like to apply for only TOPS/TOPS
aid and all available federal aid Tech using the TOPS Online Application

SCAN HERE

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
frag (FAFSA®)
g https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

Apply for Pell Grant, Work Study, Go Grants,
federal loans, TOPS/TOPS Tech, etc.

SCAN HERE

TOPS Online Application
www.osfa.la.gov/topsonlineapp

I M Po RTANT Students must be enrolled full-time at an eligible institution to receive their TOPS

Award; however, some institutions may require students to take additional steps to

accept their inancial aid package. Follow the directions included with your financial aid
8 offer and contact the financial aid office at your institution if you have any questions

% LOSFA

UPDATED FAFSA® POLICY

Explaining their options

l

l

Either the FAFSA® or TOPS Online

application can be used as the TOPS
application.

1 They can doa TOPS Online application, then
come back and do the FAFSA® if they change
their mind.

1 They cannot do the FAFSA® and then do a
TOPS Online application. The Award System
will block it.

|F they choose to complete the TOPS Online
Application, they are ONLY applying for TOPS
and nothing else.

Encourage students to check with the college
they plan to attend to see if they require the
FAFSA® for institutional aid.
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2025-26 FAFSA®

BREAKING: 2025-26
FAFSA WILL OPEN

S DECEMBER 1

2025-26 FAFSA® to open December 1

M FSA announced that the 2025-26 FAFSA® will
be released on December 1,2024, with full,
end-to-end functionality.

1 FAFSA® processing will occur within one to
three days of submission.

1 FSA also announced that it will begin FAFSA
testing cycles in selected locations starting in
October and will grow the number of FAFSAs
it tests over time. Students who submit the
FAFSA during the testing phase will not need
to re-submit once the form is live.
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BETTER FAFSA®

Important Changes to the FAFSA®

A FSA ID will need to be matched with the Social Security

Administration before it can be used to access or start a
FAFSA®

A The process once allowed individuals to use their FSA
|D to file a FAFSA® while the match was taking place.

This will no longer be the case starting with the 2024-
2025 FAFSA®.

A An FSA ID must be created and matched with the SSA
before it can be used to start or access a FAFSA®. The

matching process will take 1-3 days.
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BETTER FAFSA®

Important Changes to the FAFSA®

1 Applicants and other contributors must consent to the use of their Federal Tax
Information (FT1) on the FAFSA®.

1 Anapplicant or contributor can enter income and tax data manually on the FAFSA®.

1 The applicant will NOT be eligible for federal student aid until all required contributors provide
consent.

1 The number of family members in college is no longer a factor in the needs analysis.

1 Pell Grant eligibility will be expanded.

1 Pell Grant eligibility will continue to be calculated based on the SAI (similar to how it has been
based on the EFC) but will also be determined using Federal Poverty Tables, which take into
account the family make-up, size, and income.
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BETTER FAFSA®

Important Changes to the FAFSA®

1 The definition of family size has changed to align with the number of individuals reported as
dependents on the applicant’s (if independent) or applicant’s parents’ (if dependent) U.S. tax
return.

1 Applicants may update family size if it changes after filing the tax return.

1 Beginning with the 2024-25 award year, otherwise dependent students who indicate that they
have unusual circumstances that prevent them from providing parent data will no longer

receive a rejected application.
1 These students will have their application processed with a provisional independent status.
1 This will generate output documents with a provisional SAl and an estimate of federal student aid
eligibility.
1 Aidadministrators will need to make a final determination on whether these students should
receive a dependency override.

% LOSFA
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COMPLETE TO COMPETE PORTAL

LOUISIANA IS

@@ M P IETIE 28726 APPLICATIONS NEEDED TO MEET OUR ULTIMATE GOAL! -
1S I
IN THE NATION
CREATE A NEW FSA ID COMPLETE YOUR FAFSA® WHAT WILL | NEED? FOR FAESA® COMPLETION

4

POWERED BY LOSFA

SCHOOL MONTRLY

DISTRICT CHAMPION’

S c H o o L * Data Source: Federal Student Aid FAFSA Completion by High School and Public School District ending, December 29, 2017.

TORP 15

WINN PARISH ST.CHARLES PARISH JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH ST.MARY PARISH
1 4 7 10 13
ET TAMMAKMY DADISH CENTR‘ALCOMMUNITL SCHOOL CARIME DADISH ‘ DAIMTE FrOl IDEE DI\DIJI-I ACCIIMDTIMNM DADISH
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COMPLETING THE
FAFSA® FORM
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DO PARENTS NEED AN FSA ID?

A If the student is a dependent student, then their parent will need an FSA 1D to
sign their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form electronically.

IMPORTANT
A Student and parent must have different FSA IDs.
A The parent must create his or her own FSA ID.

A Students and parents should each use their own email address and cell phone
number when creating an FSA ID (you can’t use/share the same email address and
cell phone number).

% LOSFA
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A Social Security Number
A State of Legal Residence
A Citizenship status

A Interest in Student Loans

A Student Finances
A Records the student’s income, assets, and types of federal benefits received

% LOSFA 19



PARENTAL: DEMOGRAPHICS

A You might need the following information:
A Taxreturns
A Records of child support received
A Current balances of cash, savings, and checking accounts
A Net worth of investments, businesses, and farms

A The number of family members in college is no longer a factor in the needs analysis.
A Parent contributor’s residency
A Parent contributor’s email address

A The definition of family size has changed to align with the number of individuals
reported as dependents on the applicant’s (if independent) or applicant’s parents’ (if
dependent) U.S. tax return.

A Applicants may update family size if it changes after filing the tax return.

% LOSFA 20



A May select up to 20 institutions to receive FAFSA® data when filing
online

A Make sure to list a Louisiana school first for TOPS purposes.

% LOSFA 21



DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOAN ONLY

A The student is asked if they want a FAFSA 5. = sobitonte oo
fFinancial aid administrator to determine —o0— o © o °
their eligibility for a Direct Unsubsidized TR
Loan only and not for other forms of “

Dependent Student

Based on your answers, you're a dependent student, and since we assume parents of
dependent students will help pay for your education if they are able, we need
information about their inances and backgrounds. This information is used to
determine how much financial aid you're eligible to receive.

Financial aid.

A Direct Unsubsidized Loans do not require
students to demonstrate financial need.
Students are responsible for paying the
interest that accrues during all periods.

Apply for a Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only

Are the student’s parents unwilling to provide their information, but the student doesn't have an
unusual circumstance that prevents them from contacting or obtaining their parents’ information?

Select “Yes™ if the student wants a financial aid administrator at their school to determine their
eligibility for a Direct Unsubsidized Loan only.

) Yes ® No

A This is an option if the student’s parents
are unwilling to provide information. The

student selects "No."

% LOSFA 22



A For a dependent student, both the student and the parent must
sign.
A FAFSA® on the web may be signed using the FSA ID.

A The parent and student must have separate FSA IDs.
A Parents may use the same FSA ID for all their children.

% LOSFA
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FAFSA® SUBMISSION SUMMARY

The FAFSA® Submission Summary

provides you with:
A Student Aid Index (SAI)
A Pell Grant Eligibility

A Listing of institutions which will receive
your data

A A financial aid history
A A listing of your responses to the FAFSA®

A Corrections may be made:

A Online at www.studentaid.gov
A By phone at (800) 433-3243

% LOSFA

Here's What You Can Do Next

B4 Check Your Email

You will receive an email version of this page at the following email address:
rayaatran@gmail com.

Y= Your FAFSA® Form Still Needs Contributor Information

The contributor(s) you selected will receive an email invitaton to join your form every seven
days until the application is complete.

——— Things You Should Know ——

:_m View Your FAFSA® Submission D Questions About Your Eligibility For
Summary Aid?

Once your applicadon is complete and Visit the “FAFSA Help” page for more

submitted, you can view your FAFSA information.

Submission Summary, a summary of the

information you provided on your FAFSA

form. You'll be able to access the FAFSA

Submission Summary one to three days

after you submit your application by

logging back in with your account

username and password (FSA ID). Get Help >

‘We strongly recommend that your parent(s) complete their own section. If that isn’t possible, you can
manually provide their information, but you will not be eligible for federal student aid, including
grants and loans, until they provide consent and sign the form.

Provide Parent Information Manually >

24



DEPENDENCY
DETERMINATIONS
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WHO IS AN

Independent

Student?

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone

is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001
- married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student

+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed
- an orphan

+ award of the court

forces

+ acurrent or former foster youth
- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past)

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse

+ an emancipated minor

» unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

% LOSFA

Federal StudentAid

DEPENDENCY STATUS

Dependent vs. Independent
1 Dependency status determines whose information the student

must report when filling out the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form.

1 Dependent students - report their information and their parents’
information.

T Independent students - report their own information (and, if married,
their spouse’s).

1 A dependent student is assumed to have the support of parents, so
the parents’ information must be assessed along with the student’s
information to get a full picture of the family’s financial resources.

1 It doesn’t mean their parents are required to pay anything toward
their education; this information is simply used to determine their
maximum eligibility for federal student aid.

26
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DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions

1 Not living with parents or not being claimed by them on tax
Forms does not make a student an independent student for
purposes of applying for federal student aid.

WHO IS AN
Independent

Student?

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone
is considered an independent student if , . . . .
one of the following applies: > 1 Students can't be considered independent just because their

* born before Jan. 1, 2001 parents refuse to help them or provide information.

+ married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran . . . .
+amemberf the S, armed faces 1 If the parents do not provide their information on the FAFSA®
- anorphan . . . . « . »
+ award o the court form, the application will be considered "rejected,” and the

+ acurrent or former foster youth

- in alegal grardlaneip (naver ihe pa) student may not be able to receive any federal student aid.

+ someone with legal dependents other than a spouse
+ an emancipated minor
+ unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless 1-|-

1 The student still must answer the questions about their
parents if they re considered a dependent student.

The most they'd be able to get (depending on what the
FederalStudentAid financial aid office at their college or career/trade school
decides) would be an unsubsidized Direct Loan.

% LOSFA 28



DEPENDENCY STATUS

WHOISAN 1
Independent
Student? f

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone
is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

- married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student

« aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces

- an orphan

+ award of the court

+ acurrent or former foster youth

- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past)

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse
+ an emancipated minor

- unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

Federal StudentAid

% LOSFA

Personal Circumstances Questions

Were you born before Jan.1,20027?

As of today, are you married? (Answer “No” if you are separated but
not divorced))

At the beginning of the 2025-26 school year, will you be working
on a master's or doctorate program (such as an M.A., MBA M.D.,
J.D.,Ph.D., Ed.D., graduate certificate, etc.)?

1 Make sure they don't accidentally answer “Yes” as it will
negatively impact their eligibility for aid.

1 Graduate students are eligible for most types of federal
student aid, but generally not the Federal Pell Grant.

29
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DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions

1 Areyou currently serving on active duty in the U.S.

armed forces for purposes other than training? (If
you are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee, are
you on active duty for other than state or training
purposes?)

1 Areyou a veteran of the U.S. armed forces?

30



DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions

1 Do you have children or other people (excluding your spouse) who live
with you and who receive more than half of their support from you now

WHO 1S AN - and between July 1,2025, and June 30, 20267

lndependent T TANF benefits do count as support provided to a child, and the answer
Student? should be “Yes” if more than half of the support is provided.

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone
is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

1 Atanytime since you turned age 13, were you an orphan (no living
biological or adoptive parent)?

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

+ married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces
- an orphan

e it 1 [Iftheir status changes before they reach 13, they may be considered
* aeUr rifor formAerostar youth dependent and need to speak with their FAA.

- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past)
+ someone with legal dependents other than a spouse

+ an emancipated minor . . .
e e o elacsnatirigiat Bsonthg heivicless 1 Students are considered independent if they were a ward of the court, at
any time, when they were age 13 or older.

1 Atanytime since you turned age 13, were you a ward of the court?

FederalStudentAid
1 Atanytime since you turned age 13, were you in foster care?
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DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions
S "y 1 Areyou or were you a legally emancipated minor, as
WHO IS AN e determined by a court in your state of residence”?

Independent 1 Answer “Yes” if they have a copy of a court order stating
Student? they’'re emancipated.

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone
is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

1 The court must be located in the student’s state of legal
residence.

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

- married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces
- an orphan

91 Areyou or were you in a legal guardianship with someone
ot R other than your parent or stepparent, as determined by a

+ acurrent or former foster youth . °

+ in a legal guardianship (noilorin the past) court In your state OF reS|dence?

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse
+ an emancipated minor
» unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

Federal StudentAid
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DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions
At any time on or after July 1,2024, were you
unaccompanied and either (1) homeless or (2) self-

WHO IS AN
|ndependent supporting and at risk of being homeless?

Student? 1 “Unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone custody of a parent or guardian.

is considered an independent student if

one of the following applies: « » . . .

o bofore fan 1.2001 > 1 "Homeless” means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing,
- married (and not separated) . . . . . . .

2 graduate o professional sudent including living in shelters, motels, cars,and temporarily with

* aveteran

simeniengrhs el other people because you have nowhere else to go.

- an orphan
+ award of the court

+ acurrent or former foster youth

- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past)

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse

+ an emancipated minor

- unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

Federal StudentAid
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DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions

Students who answer “Yes” will be considered provisionally

L independent and will be allowed to fill out the FAFSA® form as an
WHO IS AN independent student if they don’t have a determination from an

lndependent individual at an eligible agency.
Student?

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone
is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

1 High school or district homeless liaison or designee

1 Director or designee of an emergency or transitional shelter, street
outreach program, homeless youth drop-in center, or other program
serving those experiencing homelessness

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

- married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces
- an orphan

et S, 1 Director or designee of a project supported by a federal TRIO program
+ acurrent or former foster youth or 3 (G EAR U P) grant

- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past)

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse

+ an emancipated minor

- unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless ﬂ

Financial aid administrator

Federal StudentAid
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DEPENDENCY STATUS

Personal Circumstances Questions

A Students who answer “Yes” to one or more of the questions in
B o . this section are considered independent students for federal
WHO IS AN . student aid purposes and will not be required to provide

Independent information about their parents on the FAFSA® form.
Student?

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone
is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

A Students who answer “No” to every question are considered
dependent students and must provide information about their
parents on the FAFSA® form.

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

- married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces

A Remember, not living with parents or not being claimed by them
ovien on tax forms does not make a student independent for purposes
+acurtento former oster youth of applying for federal student aid.

- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past)

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse

+ an emancipated minor

- unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

Federal StudentAid
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UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES

Personal Circumstances Questions

A Students who have no contact with their parents and don’t know
o where they live, or who've left home due to an abusive situation,
WHO IS AN should select “Yes" to the “Do unusual circumstances prevent
lndependent the student from contacting their parents or would contacting
Student? their parents pose a risk to the student?” question.

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone

is considered an independent student if l A They'll be considered provisionally independent.

one of the following applies:

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

+ married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces
- an orphan

A To complete their application, they must contact the financial
aid office at the college or career/trade school they plan to

ikl attend to find out what supporting documentation they'll need

B A RATA s to submit directly to the school.

+ someone with legal dependents other than a spouse
+ an emancipated minor
+ unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

Federal StudentAid
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UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES

May include the following situations:

Parents are incarcerated.

Student left home due to an abusive family environment.
Student is a victim of human trafficking.

Student has been granted refugee or asylee status.

Student was abandoned by or estranged from their parents and
has not been adopted.

WHO IS AN
Independent

Student?

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone

is considered an independent student if
one of the following applies:

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

+ married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces
- an orphan

+ award of the court

oo To J>o I I

To

Select “Yes” to the unusual circumstances question.
A They'll be considered provisionally independent and will be able
to skip questions about their parents and submit it without a

+ acurrent or former foster youth pa ren t) SS Igﬂ d tL,I re.

- in a legal guardianship (now or in the past) . . . . . .

- someone with legal dependents other than a spouse A To complete their application, they must contact the financial aid
- an emancnpa'fed minor . . .

* unaccompanied and homeless oref isk of Becoming hormeless office at the college or career/trade school they plan to attend to

find out what supporting documentation they’ll need to submit
directly to the school.

% LOSFA 37
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UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES

Examples of supporting documentation:
A Documented interview between the student and the financial
G aid administrator at the college or career/trade school they plan

WHO IS AN to attend.

lndependent A A court order or official federal or state documentation showing

Student? that the student’s parents or legal guardians are incarcerated.

For the 2024-25 FAFSA® form, someone A Documented phone call or written statement from an attorney,

oo terslung e guardian ad litem, court-appointed special advocate (or similar),
or a representative of TRIO or Gaining Early Awareness and
Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) grant

ikl confirming the student’s unusual circumstance and their

el B oo Gt 7550 relationship to the student.

+ someone with legal dependents other than a spouse
+ an emancipated minor
+ unaccompanied and homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

+ born before Jan. 1, 2001

+ married (and not separated)

+ a graduate or professional student
+ aveteran

+ a member of the U.S. armed forces
- an orphan

Federal StudentAid
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TRIVIATIME

An 18-year-old high school senior has a
child. She lives with her parents but does not
work.

What is the student’s dependency status?

A Dependent

é - Dependent ﬁ\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent

% LOSFA 39



TRIVIATIME

A 21-year-old undergraduate student lives in
her own apartment and does not receive
financial support from her parents.

What is her dependency status?
A Dependent

é - Dependent é\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent
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TRIVIATIME

A 17-year-old student has been in the foster
care system since she was 14 years old.

What is her dependency status?
A Independent

é - Dependent ﬁ\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent

41



TRIVIATIME

A student has lived with her grandparents for
the past five years but has no court ordered
paperwork.

What is the student’s dependency status?

A Dependent

é - Dependent é\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent
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TRIVIATIME

A student lives with their parents, but they
refuse to contribute to the FAFSA®,

What is the student’s dependency status?
A Dependent

é - Dependent ﬁ\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent

43
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TRIVIATIME

An undergraduate student’s mother is
deceased, and her father is incarcerated. She
lives with her grandmother, but she’s not her
legal guardian.

What is her dependency status?

A Provisionally independent

é - Dependent é\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent

by



TRIVIATIME

An undergraduate student got married on
May 15, 2024. She will be completing the
2025-2026 FAFSA® on December 1, 2024.

What is her dependency status?
A Independent

é - Dependent é\ - Independent * -Provisionally Independent
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WHO IS THE
CONTRIBUTOR?
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PARENTAL INFORMATION

A Skip if the student is an independent student.

A Whose information should be used?
A “Contributor” is a new term that first appeared on the 2024-25 FAFSA® form.

A A “contributor” refers to anyone (student, student’s spouse, biological or
adoptive parent, or the parent’s spouse) who's asked to provide their
information, consent, and approval to have their federal tax information
transferred automatically from the IRS into the FAFSA® form (more on that

later), and signature on the FAFSA® form.

A Note: Unless they've legally adopted the student, grandparents, foster parents,
legal guardians, siblings, and aunts and uncles aren’t considered contributors—

even if they help provide for or raise the student.
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