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ABOUT

The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) is a
Program of the Louisiana Board of Regents, that strives to be
Louisiana’s first choice for college access by promoting, preparing
for and providing equity of college access. LOSFA administers the
state’s scholarship and grant programs and the state’s Internal
Revenue Code Section 529 college savings program.

"'G'-‘ W y‘,\fﬁ‘

REGENTS

BOARD of REGENTS

STATE OF LOUISIAMNA



WELCOME




K

LOSFA

LOUISIANA OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
—— APROGRAM OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS ——

Hailey Pellegrin: Outreach Coordinator

l

Hailey joins the College Access, Success,
and Communications Division as the
Outreach Coordinator for Parents and
Counselors.

Before LOSFA, Hailey worked as the TOPS
and Scholarship Counselor at Louisiana
State University.
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DISTRICT 34 ACT TUTORIAL WORKSHOP

District 34 ACT Workshop

Senator Jackson-Andrews, Rep. Travis Johnson, JRF Outreach, and
Rep. Adrian Fisher are funding a series of ACT Workshops at
ULM this fall for 11th-grade students. These workshops will be
conducted from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the University of
Louisiana Monroe at Walker Hall, on the first floor. It is
completely free, and lunch and snacks will be provided. If
needed, transportation will be provided by Senator Jackson-
Andrews, in conjunction with the following parishes:

A Morehouse Parish
A Richland Parish

A Madison Parish

A Tensas Parish

A East Carroll Parish
A West Carroll Parish
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District 34 ACT Workshop

A October 2024 - January 2025

A Available for 11th graders only

A All classes will be hosted at ULM
A Lunch and snacks will be provided

1. SEPTEVMBER 29TH AT ULM
A.DISTRICT-WIE
2.0CTOBER TITH-ZTH M EAGT oR WEST CARRoLL
A.FoR EAST CARRLL AVID WEST CARRoLL
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4. NoVEVUBER 9TH oR 16TH AT ULM
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A.DISTRICT-WIDE :
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ACT WORKKEYS

1 LOSFA now receives ACT WorkKeys directly from ACT every May.

1 Scores no longer have to be sent to LOSFA, EXCEPT for qualifying
scores earned by graduating seniors after April 30th.

1 If LOSFA does not have a student’s WorkKeys score on file:
1 Submit the WorkKeys Skill Report (for individual students)
1 Submit the WorkKeys Test Result Form (for multiple students)

1 Students must also have completed a TOPS Online application or
FAFSA® to be processed for TOPS eligibility.

% LOSFA



UPCOMING POSSIBLE CHANGES TO ACT TESTING
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A

LOSFA is aware of ACT Inc’s plan to make the
Science portion of the ACT test optional, beginning
with National online testing in spring 2025 and then
for school-day testing in spring 2026.

For updates about the changes to the ACT test, as

well as tests affecting the graduating class of 2025
and thereafter, please visit mylosfa.la.gov or follow
LOSFA's social media accounts.
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1 LOSFA now receives SAT scores directly from SAT.

1 We will no longer accept mailed, faxed, or emailed copies of official SAT score
reports.

1 Students must still use LOSFA’s Scholarship Code 9019 to send SAT scores.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS

LOSFA BROCHURE AND TOPS GUIDE

The new LOSFA brochure includes information on
how the agency serves Louisiana citizens, connecting
with comprehensive advising services, participating in
Student Network Groups, navigating the college
access process, the advantages of Louisiana's 529

Saving Programs, and available scholarships and grants.

The TOPS Guide combines all the essential
information about the TOPS Scholarship into one
publication to better assist students and parents with
understanding the requirements to earn and maintain
TOPS, award levels, how to apply, accessing the
Student Hub, avoiding processing errors, and more.
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LOSFA

LOUISIANA OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

—— APROGRAM OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS ——

LOUISIANA'S FIRST CHOICE FOR COLLEGE ACCESS

Your one-stop shop for...

Comprehensive one-on-one Virtual Student Network Groups
° college access advising of fellow peers in your major

Connecting to programs, schools, ® Job shadowing, internship, and
@ and colleges aligned to your job placement opportunities
career goals
Assistance with FAFSA®
) Scholarships, grants, and financial @ completion and applying to
aid to pay for school college

Career exploration and mentoring and SO much more!

with business and industry leaders

CONTACT

ALL THINGS

TOPS

Your Guide to the
Taylor Opportunity Program
for Students

2024-2025
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SCHEDULE A LOSFA EVENT!

M1 Al LOSFA events are scheduled online.

1 To schedule an event for your high school, student
and/or parents as a group, please visit
www.mylosfa.la.gov.

1 Click on Schools, Counselor’s Corner, Event Request
Form.

M1 Events must be scheduled 30 days in advance.

1 Ifastudent, parent, or counselor needs individual
assistance, they can schedule Virtual Office Hours via
the Website. Virtual Office Hours are Monday - Friday,
9am -3 pm.

1 LOSFA offers both in-person and virtual events.
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1 LOSFA Representatives are available at no cost for daytime and evening seminars/workshops
and college fairs

1 Seminars/Workshops Available

T

=4 =2 A A A =

TOPS

TOPS Retention
TOPS & FAFSA
FAFSA

FSA ID

FAFSA Completion®

Financial Aid

= =2 =2 =

Louisiana College Application & Access Month
(LCAAM) Event

START
Browse Session/College Fair

College Acceptance/Award Recognition Day
Other (Must Specify)

“The 2025-2026 FAFSA will not be available until December 2024.
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BLAST E-MAILLIST

1 To make sure you are receiving LOSFA updates, please send an e-mail to
LOSFA.Counselors@la.gov to be added to the list.

1 If your e-mail address has changed or you have moved to a different school/district,
please send a new e-mail address as well.

1 E-mails from the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance are now sent
through Constant Contact. Please check your junk/spam folder for e-mails and

make sure LOSFA Counselors@la.gov is not blocked by your school or district.
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INITIAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
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TOPS - REMINDERS

1 Funding for TOPS is contingent upon appropriations.

1 Beginning with the graduating class of 2016, TOPS
Award amounts are decoupled from tuition and are set
to the TOPS “fully funded” award amount for the 2016-

2017 academic year.

M1 Currently, TOPS is fully funded for the 2024-2025
academic year.
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TOPS AWARD AMOUNT

T TOPS Award Amounts are set at the maximum
TOPS “fully funded” amount as the tuition charged
by the institution for the 2016-201/ academic year.

M Thisamount will not increase even if the institution
raises tuition, unless the Louisiana Legislature
enacts legislation to raise the TOPS Award

Amounts.
T See TOPS Award Amount chart: Scan QR code to
access
EEIII:I “| n i
|I|I :ll I|||||I ||
'|=|-.I iy, W, | |I I
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CITIZENSHIP

A student must be a

U.S. citizen,a permanent
resident who is eligible to
apply for citizenship, or a
child of a non-citizen
serving in the Armed Forces
or honorably discharged
from the Armed Forces.
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RESIDENCY

An independent student or a
parent or court ordered
custodian of a dependent
student must have been a
resident of the state of Louisiana
and actually reside or live in
Louisiana for the 24 months
prior to high school graduation.

A For 2025 graduates, residency must

have been established no later than
April 2023
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

9 Have no criminal convictions

M Excludes misdemeanor traffic violations

M A student who has a “final criminal
conviction” may not accept a TOPS award

1 A juvenile conviction is not considered a “final criminal
conviction” regardless of the nature of the offense

1 Ifthe severity of the crime committed by a juvenile is
such that he/she is tried as an adult, a subsequent
conviction could be a “final criminal conviction”

M1 The student should contact his/her attorney to
determine if their conviction is a final “criminal
conviction”
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EARLY ADMISSIONS

Students entering a college
or university under an early
admissions program shall be
considered first-time
freshmen not earlier than
the first semester following
the academic year in which
they graduate from high
school
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GRADUATION YEAR

For TOPS purposes, the
annual academic year
For high school begins
on September 1 and
ends on the following
August 31

24
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EARLY GRADUATION

1 Students who graduate early at mid-year will be eligible for a TOPS
Award in the Spring semester following graduation

1 Certification for mid-year graduates will be done in conjunction with certification
of May graduates

1 Awards for mid-year graduates who attend college in the Spring and who are
determined eligible will be paid retroactively

1 Students who graduate early in the Spring will be eligible for a TOPS
award in the Fall semester following graduation

1 Students who graduate early must comply with the same FAFSA and ACT
deadlines applicable to the class that graduates in the Spring of that high
school academic year
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APPROVED HIGH SCHOOLS

M In order to be considered for TOPS, the student must attend a Board of

E

lementary and Secondary Education (BESE) APPROVED HIGH SCHOOL

1 All Louisiana public schools are approved
1 If the student attends a non-public school, it must be approved by BESE in order

for the student to be considered for TOPS

1 To view the non-public schools approved by BESE, visit

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/nonpublic-schools

1 Choose the Approval by Brumfield v Dodd document for the year the student

graduated/will graduate from high school to determine if your child’s non-public
school is approved

% LOSFA
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM

1 AWl TOPS core curriculum courses must be
completed by the date of high school graduation

1 Distance learning courses approved by the high
school may be used to qualify for TOPS

1 College courses taken in the classroom, online, or
by correspondence may be used to qualify for
TOPS provided that they are determined to be
equivalent courses and appear on the student’s
official high school transcript
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM GPA

1 TOPS Core Curriculum Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated on a 4.00-point scale,
except the following designated courses that will use a 5.00-point scale:

M1 Advanced Placement (AP) courses

M1 International Baccalaureate (IB) courses
Gifted courses

Dual Enrollment courses

Honors courses

= A A A

Articulated courses offered for college credit by the Louisiana School for the Math,
Science and the Arts.

1 The courses currently designated to be calculated EI. |'i' |“
on the 5.00-point scale can be viewed here. G Illllz i
n e

ey I Ill
i
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TOPS CORE CURRICULUM GPA

The cumulative grade point average (GPA) for a TOPS award will be calculated using only those
grades achieved in the core curriculum courses

1 If a student has completed more than 19 credits for courses that are included in the
core curriculum, the GPA will be calculated by using the course in each core
curriculum category for which the student received the highest grade

1 If a student is substituting two units for a one unit category, the grades from the
two units will be averaged together and substituted as one unit

1 “P” grades are not included in the TOPS Core GPA calculation
1 GPA cannot be rounded up
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ACT

A Highest composite score from a
single test will be considered

A TOPS does not consider the Essay
portion of the ACT in calculating the
composite score needed to qualify

A TOPS does not consider superscores

A ACT Registration
A TOPS Code 1595
A Date of Birth
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ACT

A ACT Deadlines for 2025 Graduates

A Without penalty: April 5,2025

A Loss of one semester eligibility: June 14, 2025, or July 12,
2025

A Special tests may be taken prior to July 31st
A A June or July ACT score can be used to upgrade TOPS

Awards with a one-semester or two-quarter penalty
A Students who fail to achieve a qualifying ACT score
before August 1st of the graduating year shall not be
considered for an award.

A TOPS uses the highest composite score achieved and
does not use superscoring.
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SAT

A An equivalent SAT score may be
substituted for the ACT score

A TOPS does not consider the Essay portion of
the SAT in calculating the composite score
needed to qualify

A SAT Registration
A Scholarship Code 9019
A SAT Test Deadlines

A Without Penalty: March 8,2025

A Loss of 1-semester eligibility: May 3,2025,
and June 7,2025
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TOPS AWARD LEVELS

OPPORTUNITY AWARD
PERFORMANCE AWARD
HONORS AWARD
TECH AWARD
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A 2 50 minimum TOPS Core Curriculum GPA

A ACT score equal to the prior year’s state average, but never less
than 20

A SAT Score of 1030
A Completion of the TOPS Core Curriculum

d
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