NOTICE OF INTENT
Louisiana Board of Regents
Office of Student Financial Assistance
Scholarship/Grant Programs
Hurricane Laura Exceptions and Deferments
(LAC 28:1V.2103 and 2105)

The Louisiana Board of Regents announces its intention to amend the Scholarship/Grant program rules (LSA-
R.S. 17:3021-3025, LSA-R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, LSA-R.S. 17:3042.1.1-3042.8, LSA-R.S. 17:5001 et seq., and LSA-

R.S. 56:797.D(2)).

This rulemaking provides for exceptions to the requirements to enroll full time, to maintain continuous enrollment
in school, and to earn the annual required hours for TOPS, Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship, and GO Youth
Challenge recipients impacted by Hurricane Laura. In addition, this rulemaking provides for deferments for students
who are currently in repayment status for the Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship Program and TOPS Teacher.

(SG21193NI)

TITLE 28
EDUCATION

PART IV. STUDENT FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE—HIGHER EDUCATION

SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANT PROGRAMS

CHAPTER 21. MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS AND EXCEPTIONS

8§2103.A.-G.5.B.1II. ...

H. Hurricane Laura Exceptions

1. For the purposes of this subsection, displaced
students are TOPS, Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship,
and GO Youth Challenge recipients and students eligible for
TOPS and on August 26, 2020,

a. _were enrolled at SOWELA Technical Community
College; or

b. whose home of record was one of the following
parishes:

i.  Acadia;
Allen;

ii.

Beauregard;

Caddo;

iil.

1v.

v. Calcasieu;

vi. Cameron;

vii. Grant;

viil. Jackson;

ix. Jefferson Davis;

X. Lasalle;
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xi. Lincoln;

xii. Morehouse;

xiii. Natchitoches;

xiv. OQuachita;

xv. Rapides;

xvi. Sabine;

xvii. _St. Landry;

xviii. Union;

xix. Vermilion;

xx. Vernon; or

xxi. Winn.

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, home of
record is:

a. the domiciliary address of a dependent student’s
parent or court-ordered custodian; or

b. the domiciliary address of an independent student.

3. Forthe 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS), displaced
students are not required to enroll as full-time students, to
maintain continuous enrollment, or to earn at least 24 hours
during the 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS).

4. Displaced students may enroll on a part-time basis in
an_eligible college or university without losing TOPS
eligibility.

a. Upon request of the student, the eligible college or

university may bill for the TOPS award for these part-time
students.

b. The terms of eligibility for a displaced student
whose part-time enrollment is paid by TOPS will be reduced
by one full semester (term) for each semester (term) paid.




c. _Institutions must document the displaced student’s
request for part-time payment of TOPS under these
circumstances.

d. Any grades earned by a displaced student who
enrolls part-time during the 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS)
will be included in the calculation of the student’s cumulative
grade point average.

5. Displaced students who are Rockefeller State
Wildlife Scholarship recipients may enroll full-time or part-
time in a college or university that does not offer a course of
study leading to an undergraduate or graduate degree in
wildlife, forestry or marine science.

a. _Upon request of the student, the eligible college or
university may bill for the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship for these students.

b. The amount paid for any such semester of
enrollment in accordance with this Subsection shall reduce
the student’s total eligibility for the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship Program.

c. Institutions must document the displaced student’s
request for payment in accordance with this Subsection.

d. Any grades earned by a displaced student who
enrolls in school during the 2020-2021 in accordance with this
Subsection will be included in the calculation of the student’s
cumulative grade point average.

6. For the 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS), students
who are not displaced students, but who, due to the effects of
Hurricane Laura were unable to enroll for the first time as full
time students by the applicable deadline, to enroll as full-time
students, to maintain continuous enrollment in school, or to
earn 24 hours during the 2020-2021 academic year (TOPS)
may_submit a request for exception in accordance with
8§2103.D. based on the circumstances provided in §2103.E.12.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025, R.S. 17:5001 et seq., and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
22:338 (May 1996), amended LR 23:1648 (December 1997),
repromulgated LR 24:647 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1916
(October 1998), LR 26:1015 (May 2000), LR 26:2002 (September
2000), LR 27:36 (January 2001), repromulgated LR 27:1866
(November 2001), amended LR 27:1875 (November 2001), LR
28:46 (January 2002), LR 28:449 (March 2002), LR 28:775 (April
2002), LR 28:2330 and 2333 (November 2002), LR 29:126
(February 2003), LR 29:2373 (November 2003), LR 29:2373
(November 2003), LR 30:785 (April 2004), LR 30:1167 (June 2004),
LR 31:1060 (May 2005), LR 33:440 (March 2007), LR 35:1233
(July 2009), LR 38:3160 (December 2012), LR 41:657, 667 (April
2015), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of Student Financial
Assistance, LR 44:562 (March 2018), LR 45:1173 (September
2019).

§2105. Repayment Obligation, Deferment, Cancellation
and Reduced Payments

A. - B.9.e.iii.

10. Hurricane Laura Deferments
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a. For the purposes of this Subsection, displaced
students are recipients of the Rockefeller State Wildlife
Scholarship or TOPS Teacher Award who are in repayment
status and whose Home of Record on August 26, 2020, and
whose Home of Record was one of the following parishes:

i. Acadia;

ii.  Allen;

iii. Beauregard;
iv. Caddo;

v. _Calcasieu;

vi. Cameron;

vii. Grant;

viii. Jackson;

ix. Jefferson Davis;

X. Lasalle;

xi. Lincoln;

xii. Morehouse;

xiii. Natchitoches;

xiv. Ouachita;

xv. Rapides;

xvi. Sabine;

xvii. St. Landry;

xviii. Union;

xix. Vermilion;

xX. Vernon; or

xxi. Winn.

2. For the purposes of this Subsection, home of record
is the domiciliary address of the recipient who is in
repayment status.

3. The loans repayments for displaced students are
deferred and accrual of interest is suspended from August 26,
2020, through August 31, 2021.

4. For the period August 26, 2020, through August 31,
2021, recipients of the Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship
or the TOPS Teacher Award who are not displaced students,
but who, due to the effects of Hurricane Laura, are unable to
repay their loan may submit a request for exception in
accordance with §2103.D. based on the circumstances
provided in §2103.E.12.

C.-H2. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3031 and R.S. 17:3042.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
24:649 (April 1998), amended LR 24:1918 (October 1998), LR
26:1603 (August 2000), repromulgated LR 27:1868 (November
2001), amended LR 28:775 (April 2002), LR 30:781 (April 2004),




LR 30:1167, 1168 (June 2004), LR 33:442 (March 2007), amended
by the Board of Regents, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
44:566 (March 2018).

Family Impact Statement: The proposed rule has no known
impact on family formation, stability, or autonomy, as described in
LSA-R.S. 49:972.

Poverty Impact Statement: The proposed rulemaking will have
no impact on poverty as described in LSA-R.S. 49:973.

Small Business Analysis: The proposed rule will have no adverse
impact on small businesses as described in LSA-R.S. 49:965.2 et
seq.

Provider Impact Statement: The proposed rule will have no
adverse impact on providers of services for individuals with
developmental disabilities as described in HCR 170 of 2014.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed
changes (SG21192NI) until 4:30 p.m., November 9, 2020, by email
to LOSFA.Comments@]la.gov or to Sujuan Williams Boutté, Ed. D.,
Executive Director, Office of Student Financial Assistance, P. O. Box
91202, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9202.

Robyn Rhea Lively

Senior Attorney
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