LOUISIANA OFFICE OF STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
—— A PROGRAM OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS ——

Minutes
Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) Advisory Board Meeting
August 7, 2024
The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) Advisory Board met on Wednesday,

August 7, 2024, at 10:42 a.m. in the Pensacola Room of the Galvez Building in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Chair Cable called the meeting to order and the roll was called.

LOSFA Advisory Board Members Present
Dr. Amy Cable

Lindsay Carlino

MaryAnn Coleman

Maple Gaines*

Staff Members Present
Dr. Sujuan Boutté

Hollis Baker-Graves
Rhonda Bridevaux
Anna Breaux

Bradley Meyers Brian Cook
Jamie Miller Shayne Creppel
Joe Salter Connor Doucet

LOSFA Advisory Board Members Absent
Preston Castille

Mary-Katherine Hooper

Emily Otken

Virtual Attendees
Andrew Granger
Kristi Lawson **

* Joined during Program Updates

** Board Member could not attend in person, but
joined virtually for informational purposes only.

602 North Fifth Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

R, (800)259-5626
(225) 219-1012

Shanna Estay
Chelsey Gallow-Hopkins
Shirley Ginn
Porsche Harris
Brett Hunt

Robyn Lively
Parker Maness
Taralyn Martin
Tarrandon Pool
Kyleigh Quiroga
LaConga Scott
Paula Smith
Charnell Tademy
Terri Underwood
Dellarisha Ventress
Vikas Yadav
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LOSFA Advisory Board August 7,2024

Six members were present, which represented a quorum.

Under Introductions and Announcements, LOSFA introduced the staff members who
recently joined the agency.

On motion of Ms. Coleman, seconded by Ms. Carlino, the LOSFA Advisory Board

approved the minutes from the June 25, 2024, meeting of the LOSFA Advisory

Board.

Staff provided the Advisory Board members with updates on the following LOSFA
programs: Louisiana’s Saving Programs; College Access, Success, and Communications;
Student Engagement; GO Grant; John R. Justice Program; GO Youth ChalleNGe Program; MJ
Foster Promise Program; and the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS). The
Executive Director Update spotlighted the Student Engagement, College Access, Success, and
Communications, Scholarship and Grants and Legal Divisions featuring a student who needed
assistance with financial aid and the collaboration between the divisions.

Under New Business, it was proposed that the Advisory Board consider requests for
exception to the TOPS statutory provision that requires a student to begin a home study program
no later than the conclusion of the tenth grade.

On motion of Mr. Meyers, and seconded by Mr. Salter, the LOSFA Advisory Board

recommended that the Louisiana Board of Regents approve the requests for Tanner,

Elise, Gabriela (1075127), and Zoe (1157967).

It was proposed that the Advisory Board consider the attached requests for exception to
the TOPS regulatory provisions that require students to remain continuously enrolled and to earn
the annual credit hours required during the academic year and to the M.J. Foster requirement that
a student maintain continuous enrollment in school.

On motion of Ms. Carlino, and seconded by Mr. Meyers, the LOSFA Advisory Board

recommended that the Louisiana Board of Regents approve the requests for Chloe

(1050277), Aiden (1019814), Callie (1039119), Tonita (447939), Genesis (1031432),
Shyann (1074538), Mary (1092669), Ella (1029995), Steven (1022750), and Infinity

(1014479).
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LOSFA Advisory Board August 7,2024

A discussion between board members and staff took place on the issue of students who

need exceptions based on financial conditions related to a student’s ability to meet educational

expenses.
There being no further business, Mr. Salter made a motion to adjourn at 12:29 p.m., which

was seconded by Ms. Gaines.
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